mill prey wth the Spirit, and 
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Touching 


From x COR. iv. 15. 


Wherein is briefly diſcoyered, by 
I. What Prayer is. a 
Il. What itisto pray with the Spirit. 1-:; 


[1]. Whatit is to pray with the Spirit, | © 
and with the Underſtandingalfo. | 3 


By JOHN BUNYAN. 
The Fourth Edition. 


— 


But we know not what we jhould pray of. 4s we 
ought, any. #4e Spiris helpeth our nfirmivies, þ 
Rom. 8: 26, y 


| 
LONDON, Printed for Nath, Ponded: and 
are to be Sold by the Bookſellers of London 
. and Pres 1692. 
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will pray with the Under landing - * 
- alſo. 5 2 


| RAYER is an Ordinance-of - 


in Publick and Private; yea, - - ! 
;- ſuch an Ordin as brings _. 

thoſe that have the Spirit of Supplica- - 
tion, into great familiarity with God z - 


and is alſo © preyalent.in Action, that _ './ 


ic getteth of God, both for the Perſon 
tint prayeth, and for them that are 4] 
prayed for,great things. Itis the Open- -# 
er of the Heart of God, anda means by - 14 
which the Soul,though empty,is fi | 
By Prayer the Chriſtian can open his +. 7 
Heart to God, as to a Friend, and ob- 
tain freſh Teſtimony of God 


in diſtinguiſhing between- Publick'and 


Private Prayer ;-as alſo between that -* - 


in_the Heart, and that with a-- vocal 8 


on 


God, and that tobe uſed both -- * 


ſhip to him. I might ſpend many, words "Þ 


F' 4 #4 will pray with the Spirts, «c. id. / 
Voice : Something alſo might be ſpo- | 
ken, to diſtinguiſh between the Gifts 
and Graces of Prayer : But eſchewing 
this method, my buſineſs ſhall be ar 
this time, only to. ſhew_you the very 
heart of Prayer,without which af your 
lifting vp, both of Hands, aid Eyes, 
and Voices, will be to no purpoſe at || * 
all : 1 will pray wth the Spirit. ; 
The method that I ſhali goin at this 

time, ſhall be, 

Firf, To ſhew you what true Pray- © 
epis. 
E- Secondly, To ſhew you what it isto F * 
| . praywith the Spirit. 
$ Thirdly, What it is to pray with the } " 
_ Spirit, and Underſtanding alſo. | 
- - - Ando, Fourthly, To make ſome ſhors || 

Uſe and Application of what ſhall be F V 
fpoken. 


__ 515 we Hp — way "© 


B | ” 
be I. What Prayer 1s. | 
128 +4 th 
- For the Fir#, What Prayeris. F ©: 

- Prayer is a ſincere, ſenſible, affettio- 'Þ 1t 

Or 


nate pourirg out of the Heart or Sopl | 


os 
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toGodithroug: Chriſt, in the ſtrength 
and aſſiſtance of the holy Spirit, for ſuch 
things as God hath promiſed, or ac- 
cording to the Word, for the good of 
the,/Church, with ſabmiſſion, in Faith, 
to the V Vi1l of Gad. 
[1 this Deſcription are thei Seven 
things. 
* 1. It is a ſincere; 
2. A ſenſible, ; | 
3. An aifeCtionate pouring out 'of 
the Sont to God, through © hytif, 
4. by the ſtrength or-'aililtance of 
the Spirit, 
5. For futh things as God hath pro- 
miſed, or according to his V Vord; 
. 6. For the good of the Church; * 
7. VVith Submiſſion in Faith tothe 
VViil of God, | 
For the fir/7 of theſe ;, It is @ ſinrtro 
pouring out of the Soul to Ged. 
Sincerity is ſuch a Grace, as ruvs.-; 
«+ | through zll the Graces of Godin vs,” 
and through all the 2ftings, of aChyi- 
{tian, and hath the ſway in them roo, - 
or-e1{c thrir aftings are not any thing: 
CET by ol "A 4 FE 
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' - xegarded of Gad, and ſo of and idfPray- 


er; of which particularly David ſpeak+ 
eth, when he mentioneth Prayer, P/al. 


} - 66, 17,18. 1 cried unto the Lord with 


my mouth, and he was extolled withmy 
gongue,, If I regard iniquity in my heart, 
the Lord will not hear my Prayer Pal. 17. 
'1, 2, 33 4. Part of the exerciſe of Pray- 
er, is ſincerity;without which God looks 
not upon it asPrayer, in a good ſence : 


E -. Then ſhall you ſeek, me,and find me, when, 
| you ſhall ſearch for me with your whole 


heart, Jer. 29.12, 13. * 

- The want of this, made the Lord re. 
ject their Prayers in Hof. 7; 14. whete 
he faith, They have not cried unto we 
Pith their keart, (that is, in ſincerity,) 
when they howled upon their beds. But 
fora pretence,for a ſhew,in hypocrihe, 
tobe ſeen of Men, and applauded for 
the ſame they prayed. 

Sincerity waz that which Chriſt com- 
mended in Nathaniel, when he was un- 


der the Fig-tree 3 Behold an 1ſrarlite #n- : 


deed, ho whom their 15 no guile,” * Proba- 
bly this good Man was pourt 
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| his Son[ to God in Prayer under the Figs 
tree, and that in a ſincere andunfei 1 
ſpirit before the Lord. The Prayer that. - 
hath this in it, has one of che principal 
Ingredients, is the Prayer that God - 
looks at. 'Thus, the Prayer of the Up= 
right 3s bis delight, Prov, 15.8. ; 
And why muſt Sincerity be one of the 

Eſſentials of Prayer, which is accepted 
of God, but becauſe ſincerity carries the 

, ſoul in all ſimplicity to open its heart - 
| to God, and torelf him the caſe plain= -- 
ly, without equivacation ; tocondermmn -. 
it ſelf plainly without diſſembling z to +; 
cry to God heartily, without.comple-. - * 
menting. . 7 bave ſurely heard Ephraim. -+ 
bemoaning himſelf thus >: Thou haſt cha- 
ftized me,and I was Chaſtized, as a buttock, - 
wnaccuſtomed to the yoak, Jer. 31. 18; © 
Sincerity is the ſame in a corner alone, 
as it is before the face of all theworld, * * 
It knows not how to wear two Vizards, '- 
one for an appearance before Men, and 
Another for a ſhorr ſnatch in a corner 3- 
but it muſt have God, and be with him - 4 
in the Duty of Ru | It is got 
onda” -- al - 1 | La. 
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labour that it doth regard ; for it is the 
heart that God looks at, and that which. 


ſincerity looks at,and that which Prayer 

comes from, if it be that Prayer which 

1s accompanied with ſincerity. _ 
Secondly, It is a ſincere and ſerſuble. 


polring out of the heart or ſoul. It is. 


"Not, as many take it tobe , evena few 
babbling, prating, complementory Ex- 


preſlions, but a ſerſivle feeling. there is. 


- In the-heart. Prayer hath in it a ſen- 
fibleneſs of divers things : Sometimes. 
ſenſe of ſin, ſometimes of mercy. re- 
ceived, ſometimes of the readineſs of 
God to give mercy, &c. 
. Firſt, A ſenſe of the want of mercy, 
by reaſon of the danger of fin. The 
Soul, I fay, feels ; and from feeling, 
ſighs, groans, and breaks at the heart, 
For right Prayer bubbleth out of the 
heart,when it is oyer-preſſed with grief 


and- bitterneſs, as blood is forced out - 


of the fleſh, by reaſon of ſome heavy 
borthen that lyeth upon it. x Sam. 1. 
10, Dayid roars, cryes, weeps, faitits 


a a ie A Wwe yg 


at the Kart, fails at. the Eyes, _ 


tt. 
—_— 


' 1 milf pray with the Spirit, GC 9 
his moiſture, © c. Pſal. 69. 3. &'38. 
8,9,10. Hezckiah monrns like a Dove, 
1ſa.zz3. 14. Ephraim bemoans himſelf, 
Fer.31.18. Peter weeps bitterly, Mar. 
26.457. Chriſt hath (Zeb.5.7.) ſtrong 
cryings and tears ; and all this, from-a 
ſenſe of the Juſtice of God,the Guilt of 
Sin, the Pains of Hell and DeſtruCtion: 
The ſorrows of death compaſſed me about, 
the pains of bell got hold upon me, and | 
found trouble and ſorrow : Then cried I 
wato the Lord, Pal. 116. 3,4. 'Andin - 
another place, P/al, 77. 2.' 2y ſore ran 
in the night. Again, Pſal.-38.6. Iam 
bowed down greatly, 1 go monrning all the 
day long. In all theſe Inſtances, andin - 
hundreds more that might be named, 
_ -you may-ſce that Prayer carriethin it a 
ſenſible feeling Diſpoſition, and that - 
_ firſt from a ſenſe of Sin, | 
24ly, Sometimes. there is a ſweet 
ſenſe of mercy recciyed ; encouraging, 
comforting, ſtrengthning, enliveniog;.: 
enlightniog mercy, Cc. AE. 
Thus David pours out his ſoul to-bleſs, 
aiig;praiſe, and admire the great God, . © - 
es For ' ' (1 I 
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IC - Fat CNT 
Spirit, &. 


for his loving-kindneſs to ſuch oor Þ 


” vile Wretches. P/al.103. 1,2, Bleſs the 
- -Lord,O my ſoul, and all that is within me 
bleſs his holy Name. Bleſs the Lord, O my 
F ſoul, and forget not all bis benefits : Who 

* forgiveth all thine iniquities, who healeth 


t all thy diſeaſes, and crowneth thee with 


' loving kindneſs, and tender mercies ;, who 


redtemeth thy life from deftraftion, who 


ſatisfieth thy mouth with -u things, ſ0 
that thy youth is renewe 

And thus is the Prayer of Saints ſome- 
' tithes. turned into Praiſe and Thankſ- 
/* giving, and yet are Prayers ſtill. 


This is a Myſtery - Qod's People pray- . 


with their Praiſes,as it is written, Phs/. 
4- 6. Be careful for nothing, but in every 


thing by prayer, with ſupplication and - 
thank ; 


giving, let your requeſts be made 
known to God. Asſenfible Thankſgiving 
for Nercies received, i 4 mighty Pray: 


v/ 


4s the Eagles. 


er in the fight of God ;, it prevails with - 


him unſpeakably. 


£8 * 
24ly, In Prayer, there is ſome times: 

| In the Soula fenſe of Mercy to be re-- 

> ceived, This again ſets the Soul all as. 4 
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a flame. Thou, O Lord God (faith Das- 
vid, 2 Sam. 7. 27.) haſt revealed unto ]. 
thy Servant, ſaying, I will build thee an 
houſe ; therefore th thy Servant found 
in his heart to pray unto thee. 

This provoked Jacob, David, Daniel, 
with others, evenaſence of Mercies to 
be recetyed, as you may ſee, Gen. 32. 
9. 10, II, 12. Dan.g. 2, 3}, 4. Which 
cauſed them, not by fits and its ſtarts, nor 
yet in a fooliſh frothy way to babble 
over a few words written in a paper . 
bur mightily, fervently, and continn- | 
ally, to 'groan out their conditions be-  - 
forethe Lord, as being ſenſible ; ſen- ; 


K- ſible, Hay, of thelr wants, their mi- 


F' 


piſtical * * aſs-Book: » 


ſery, and the willingneſs -of. God to 


ſhew mercy. 

A good ſence of fin, and the wrath 
of God, with ſome en- 
couragement from God . * Ses M: Fox 


bis citation of 
is 
to come unto him, 1s a ihe $66,446 


better Common=Prayer- he. 20 
Book , than that which —_ = ro. 


is taken ont of the” Pa-/ 1Bvoh. of Marr. 


12 JU will pray with the Spirit, i 
being the Scraps and Fragments of \he - 
| devices of ſome Popes, ſome Friads, 
- and1 wot not what. | 

3. Prayer Is a ſincere, ſenſible, and 

an affe:onate pouring out of the ſoul to: 

* God. O the heat, ſtrength, life, vi- 

- gor, and affe&107 that 1s in right Pray- 
Er. 

As the Hart panteth after the Watey- 
brooks, ſo longeth my ſoul after thee, O. 
God, Pal. 42. 1. 1 have longed for thy 
Precepts ;, 1 have longed after thy Salva- 
tion, Pſal. 119: 40%. My ſoul longeth, 

:: yea, fainteth for the Courts of the Bord ; 

- any heart and my fleſh cryeth ont for the” 

; living God, Pal. 84- 2. My ſout break- 

\ eth for the longing that it bath unto thy 
Fudgments at all times, Pſal. 119. 20+- 
Mark:ye here, My ſoul longeth, it long- 
eth, it longeth, &&c. Oh what affeQion, 
is here diſcovered in Prayer! 


Thelike you-have in Daniel, Dan. gx - 


19.” O Lord hear, O Lord forerve, 0 
Lord bearken and do ; defer not for thy 
Names ſake, O my God. Every ſylla-' 
ble carcicth a mighty vchemency in it | 
IP This. - 
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T will pray with the Spiwit, &c. 13 -\ 
This is called the fervent, or the. 
working Prayer, by Fames, Jam. 5. And 
ſo again, Luke 22. 44. And being in an 
Agony he prayed moſt earneſily; or had 
his affe&tions more - and more drawn 
out after God for his helping hand. - 
 - Oh how wide are the moſt of men 
with their Prayers, from this Prayer, 
that is Prayer in God's account !. Alas, 


the greateſt part of- men make no con- 3 


* ſcienceatall of thedutyz and as for 
them. that do, it is to. be feared that 
many of them are very great ſtrangers 
to a ſincere, ſenſible, and affe&ionate + 
pouring out their hearts-or ſouls to God . 
but even content themſelves with a lit= 
tle lip-labour, E bodily exerciſe, mum- 
bling over a few imaginary Prayers. -: 

Whea the Aﬀections are indeed ea- 
gaged in Prayer, then, then the whole 
man is engaged, and that in ſuch ſort, 
that the foul will ſpend it ſelf. to no- 
thing as it were, rather than It willgo 
without that good deſire, eyen com- : 
munion and ſolace with Chriſt. And 
hence It is, that the Saints have ſpent 


their ; 3 


" I4 1 willpray with the Spirit, &c. 


their ſtrengr!'s, and loft their lives, ra- 
ther than go without the bleſſing, P/al. 
69. 3. Pſal. 38. 9, x0.Gen, 32,24,22,26. 

All this is coo coo evident by the ig- 
norance, profaneſs and ſpirit of en- 


+ Vy, that reigns in the hearts of thoſe | 


men that are ſo hot for the Ferms,-and 


 ** not the Power of Prayer : Scarce one of 


forty among them, know what itisto * 
be born again, to have communion with 
the Father through che Son; to feel the 


' power of grace ſanCtifying their hearts; 


but for all their Prayers, they ſtill live 


= curſty, drunken,  whorith, and abomi- 
 .- nable Lives. full of Malice, Envy, De- 
4; ceit; Perſecuting of the dear Children 
&- of God, Oh what adreagful after-clap 


is coming upon them! which all their 
hypocritical aſſembling themſelves to- - 
gether, wich all cher. prayers ſhall ne- 5 
yer be able to help them againſt, or 


q _ ſhelter them from. 


_ 
- 
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Again, lt 1s a pouring out of the heart 2 


or ſoul : Ticre Is in Prayer an unbo-._. +! 


foruag of a mars ſelf, an opening of 
the Heart tv God, an affeftionate pour- 
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ing out of the Soul in requeſts, ſighs, 
and groans. At my deſires are before thee 
(faith David, Pal. 38. 9g.) my groan- 
ings are not hid from thee, And again, 
My ſoul thirſteth for God, even for the t5- 
ving God ; When ſhall I come and appear 
before God? When 1 remember theſe 
things, 1 pour out my ſoulin me, Plal- 42+ 
2, 3» Mark; I pour out tny ſoul: Itis .- 
an Expreſſion ſignifying, that in Pray- - 
er, there goeth the very life and whole 
ſtrength ro God. As in another place z 
Pſal. 61. 8. Truft in him at all times, ye 
people, pour ont your hearty beforts hl. 
This is the Prayer to which the Promiſe 
1s made, for the delivering of a poor 
creature out of captivity and thraldom. 
If from thence thou ſhalt ſeck, the Lord, 
thou ſhalt find bim, if thou ſeek him. with ©. 


'f allthy heart, and with all thy ſoul Deur. 


4+ 29, 
Again, it is a pouring out of the- 
hearc or ſoul to God, This ſheweth alſo - 


| the Excellency of the Spirit of prayer : *: 
| itis thegreat Godto which it retires 3 7 
When full 1 come and appear before.Gol 2, 


F 4 
FT, 
. _- - Y 4 
97 0 ND ONS . k | - _ Tf 


_ ca e—— 


16: 1 will pray wah the Spirit, 8 &.. 


Andi it argueth, that the ſoul that thus: 
prayeth indeed, ſees an emptineſs in 
all things under Heaven : ; that in God 
alone there is-reſt and ſatisfaCtion for 
the Soul.. Now ſhe that is a Widow, and 
deſolate, truſteth in God, 1 Tim, 5. F. $0 
ſaith David, In thee, 0 Lord, do I put 
- mm) truſs, let me never be put to conſuſh za; 
getter me ihthyriohteouſneſs, and cauſe 
| .... metocſcape; encline thine ear to me, anil 
\ + ſave me; be thou my ſtrong habitation, 
i PRerenato I may continually reſort : For 
- | thow art my rock and my fortreſs; diliver- 
me, O God, out of the hand of the unrigh- 
4 FReons ard ernel man: For thou art my 
| hope, © Lord » my God, thou art my truſt” 
from my youth. Many in a wording way 
ſpeak of God ; but right Prayer makes 
God his hope, ſtay, and ai, Riel 
Prayer ſees nothing fubſtantial 
worththe looking after, but Ged : "rae. 
that as (as I ſaid before) it doth inf's” 
fencere,” ſenſible, and affeftionate way,” 
| FÞ....y Ic is & ſincere ſenſible -affe-- - 
. CQionate ouring out of the heart; or- 
E. Aol to 0 God, 7 Through Chriſt, This,” 
throws b... 
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hrough Chriſt, muſt needs be added, or 

ſe it is to be queſtioned, whether 1t be 
rayer, though in appearance it be ne- 
er ſoeminent, or eloquent. 

Chriſt is the way through whom the 
o JSoul hath admittance to God, Fobs 14- 
/ 16. and without whom it is impoſſible 
- [that ſo much as one deſire ſhould come - - 
@: Jintothe ears of the Lord of Sabbath. 
xy If you ak any thing in my Name, what [0- 
3 
, 

; 


eCVEY YOU ask the Fathey in my Name, 1 
will dot, John 14. 1:3, 14. This was 
DaniePs way in praying for the People 
of God; hedid it in the name of Chriſt: 
Now therefore, O 0xr God, hear the pray- 
ti fer of thy ſervant, and his ſupplications, and 
—_ face to ſhize upon thy Sanftuary 
that 55 deſolate, for the Lord's ſakg, Dan. 9. 
$07: And ſo David, for thy N ames ſake, 
* FI(thatis, for thy Chriſts ſake) pardor: 
I mine iniquity, for its great, Pal. 25. 11. 
But now, it 1s. not every one that 
maketh mention of Chriſt's Name in. 
, | prayer, that doth indeed and in truth 
_ ] cffectually pray to God in the Name of _ 
1 Chriſt, or through him, This coming };# 
| to” £57 
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to God through Chriſt, is the hardeſth 
part that is found in Payer: A mat 
may more eaſily be ſenſible of his works, 
I, and fincercly too defire mercy, and} 
yet not be able ro come to God byk} 
Chriſt. That man that comes tohb 
God by Chriſt, h- muſt firſt haye the 
knowledge ot {in : For be that comes 
20 God, #:uſt believe that he is, Heb.1 1.6. 
And ſv he ti.ac comes. to God through 
Chriſt, muſt b& en. i-d to know Chrift. Þ 
Lord (faith 1:5, Exod. 33. 11.) ſhew 
me thy way, ' '1 . may know thee. 

—Fliis Crit, none but the Father can 
reveal, Mat. 11. 27. Mat. 16. 16, And 
to come through Chriſt, is for the ſonl 
to be enabled of God, to ſhroud ir ſel 
under the ſhadow of the Lord Jeſus, as 
2 man ſhroudeth himſelf under a thing 
for ſafeguard. 

Hence it is that David ſooften terms 
Chriſt his (ic/d, buckler, tower, fortreſs, 

- rock of defence,&c. Pſal. 18-2. Pſal.27:1. 
P/al. 28. 1. not only becauſe by him he 
overcame his enemie s, but, becauſe 
Av. throught him he found favour with God 
"RE - kn 
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I will pray with the Spirit, &c. 19 © * 
—-the Father. And ſo he ſaith to Ahra- 
deſtÞþam, Gen. 15. 1, Fear not, 1 am thy 
nahNicld, &c. , 
rks,| The man then that comes to God 
andthroughChriſt.muſt have faith by which 
| bye puts on Chriſt, and in him appears, 
. toþefore God. Now he that hath Faith, 
theſis born of God ( Fohn 3 5,7.) born 
2esÞgain, and ſo become one of the Sons. 
1. 6.þf God (Fob. 1. 132.) by virtue of which 
ughhhe is joined to Chriſt,and made a mem- 
rilt. her of him, Epheſ. 5. 30. And there» 
hewFore, Secondly, He, as a member of 
hrift, comes to God, I ſay, as a mem- 
can ber of-him, ſo that God lovuks on that 
And fnan as a part of Chriſt, part of his 
[oulfÞbody, fleſh and bones, united to him by 
ſelfflection, converſion, illumination, the 
5 4$PÞpirit being conveyed into the heart of 
110g hat poor man by God; ſo that now he 
pmes to God in Chriſt's merits, in his 
TMSÞblood, righteouſneſs, victory, interceſ- 
reſ:,{fion, and ſo ſtands before him 3 being 
7:1-accepted in his beloved, Ephef. 1. 6. 
\nd becauſe this poor creature 1s thus 
aule}a member of the Lord Jeſus, and > |; 
- carer 
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_ feftionate pouring out of. the heart © 


der this conſideration, hath admittance 
to come to God : therefore, by vir 
tue of this union, alſo, is the holy Spi 
rit conyeyed into him, whereby he is a- 
ble to pour out himſelf (to wit) his ſoul 
before God, with his audience.. Ay 
this leads me to the next,or fourth par- 
ticular. ; 
4. Prayer is a ſincere, ſenſible, af- 


ſoul. to God through Chriſt, by theſj 
ſrrength or aſſiſtance of the Spirit. Forſ' 
theſe things do io depend one upon a-ſ, 
nother, that it is impoſſible it ſhould], 
be. Prayer without there be a joint]- 
concurrence of them : for though it} \ 
be never ſo famous, yet without theſef* 
things, it is only ſuch Prayer as is re! 
jeted of God. For without a fincere,ſ1 
ſenſible, affeftionate pouring out of theſ 
heart to God, it is but lip-labour ; and h 


If it be not throogh Chriſt, it falleth farſ/ 


ſhort of ever ſounding well.in the ears} - 
of God. So alſo, if it be not in- vheſ2 
ſtrength and aſſiſtance of the Spirit, 4th 


is but like the Sons of Aron offeringy/ 


' wit” 
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ance] with ſtrange fire, Levst 10. 1, 2. But 
vir4 1 ſhall fpeak more to this under the ſe- 
Spi cond-head ; and therefore in the mean 
s a-| time, that which is not petitioned 
foulf through, rhe teachings and aſliſtance of 
Audi the Spirit, it is 'not poſlible. that it 
2ar-{ ſhould be according to the will of God, 
[| Rom. 8, 26, 27. 
af-4 Burt to proceed. 
to 5. Prayer is a ſincere, ſenſible, af- 
theſ fetionate, pouring out of the heart or - 
Forf ſoul to God, through Chriſt, _ ;z the 
1 a-[ ſtrength and afſtance of the Spirit, for 
uid} ſuch things as God hath promiſed, &c. 
ninth /Zar. 6. 6, 7, 8. Prayer it is, when' it is 
1 it] within the compaſs of God's Word 
eſef and it is blaſphemy, or at beſt yain bab- 
re-Jling, when the Petition 1s beſide the 
-re,l Book. 
the]. David therefore, {till in his prayer, 
zndſ kept his eye on the Word of God, Ay 
farſ/em,ſaith he, cleaveth rothe duſt , quicken 
ars| »e according to thy Word, Pſal, 119. 25, 
cheſ2SAnd again, P/al. 119, 41,42,53;6g, 
, 10 74.81,82,107.147, 154, 169,170. My 
ingh ſoul melterh for heavineſs ; ſirengthen me 
— | aceore 
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cording to thy Word, And, Remember 
thy Word unto thy ſervant, on which thou 
haft cauſed me to hope. And indeed, the 
holy Ghoſt doth not immediately quick- 
en and ſtir np the heart of the Chriſtian 
without, but by, with;and throvgh the 
Word, by bringing That to the heart, 
and by opening of that whereby the 
man is provoked to go to the Lard, and 
to tell him how it is with him 3 and al- 
{o to argue,. and ſupplicate, according 
to the Word. 


Thus it was with Damzel,that mighty: 
Prophet of the Lord. He underſtanding [ 


by Books, that the Captivity 'of the 
Children of 1ſrael was hard at an end ; 
Then according to that word, he ma- 
keth his Prayer to God. 

I Danie] (ſaith he, Dang. 2,3.) #un- 
derſtood by Books (viz. the writings of 


Feremiah) the number of the years where- 


of the word of the Lord came to Feremiah, 
that he would accompliſh ſeventy years in 
the deſolation of Jeruſalem. And Tet 


my face to the Lord God, to ſeekby Praye' 
" br and ſupplication, with faſting, 41d, ſk: 
_ | C 


J6 
wh 


| 
| 
| 
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| 


: the Lord,what wiſdom 1s int;;em? er 8.9; 
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cloth and aſhes. So that, I ſay, as the 
Spirit is the Helper and the Governour 
of the Soul, when it prayeth accordi 
to the Will of God; ſoit guideth by an 
according to the Word of God,and his 
Promiſe. Hence it is that our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt himſelf did'make aſtop, alths" 
his Life lay at ſtake for it. 1 could now _ 
pray to my Father, and he ſhould give me 
Pe than twelve legions of Angels ; but 


how then mnſt the Scripture be fulfilled, 


that thus it muſt be ? Mat. 26.53,54. AS 


who ſhould ſay, were there but a word 


for it in the Scripture, I ſhould foon be 
out of the hands of mine Enemies, I 


: {ſhould behelpt by Angels; but the Scyt- 


pture will not warrant this kind of Pray- 
ing,for that ſaith otherwiſe:Ir is a pray= 
Ing then according to the Word 8% Pro- 
miſe. The Spree by the Ford muſt direct, 
as well in the manner, as in the matter 


Not Prayer : 1 will pray with the Spirit, and- 


T wil. pray with the Underſtanding alſo. 
Buythere is no Underſtanding without 
the-Word : For sf they rejeft the Word of 


6, For 
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| wy 6. For the good of the Church. This 
W+ <Clauſereacheth in wh..rſocyer tendeth |, 
either to the honour of God, Chriſt's 
advancement, or his People's benefit, 
For God, and Chriſt, and his Pcople, þ 
are ſo linked together,that if the good 
.of one be prayed for,to wit,the Churchz 
the glory of God, and advancement of 
Chriſt, muſt needs be included. For, as 
Chriſt is in the Father, ſo the Saints are 
in Chriſt, Joh. 17. 23, And he that 
toucheth the Saints, toucheth the Ap- 
ple of God's Eye, Dew. 32. 10. Pſal. 
(27.8. Zach, 2.8. And therefore pray 
for the Peace of Fer»ſalem,and you pray 
for all that is required of you, P/. 122. 
G6. Q 41. 8. Iſa. 62.6, 79. For Feruſas 
lem will never be in perfett peace, un- 
til ſhe be in Heaven ; and there is no- 
thing that Chriſt doth more deſire,than 
to have her there, That alſo is the 
place that God, throngh Chriſt,hath gi- 
vento her.- He then that prayeth for 
the peace and 'good of Sion, or the 
Church,doth ask that in Prayer, whiCh' 
Chriſt kath purchaſed with his Bloody Þbe 
| and” 


OS i. Mill 
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and alſo that which the Father hath gi- 
'S en to bim as the price thereof. Now 
tf. he thut prayeth for this, mult pray for 
©, Þburdance of Grace for the Church, 
dd For help againſt all its temptations,that 
nz God would let nothing be tos hard 
of For ic, and that all things might 
as tyork together for its good ; that God 
re fyould keep them blameleſs and harm- 
Al Feſs, the Sons of God, to his glory, 
P- $n the midſt of a crooked and perverſe 
4. Nation. And this is the ſubſtance of 
ay Chriſt's own Prayer, in the Seven- 
ay Feenth of Foby, And all Pals 
2. Prayers did run that way, as one of his 
a- Prayers do eminently ſhew, in Epheſ. 
n- F. 16, to the 21. and Chap. 3. Yer. 14, 
O- fo the 19. with Col. 1. 9, 10, 11, 
an K2,13. And P/41l.1. 9,10,1 1. hefaith, 
he 1nd this I pray, that your lout may a- 
t- Found yet more and more 1n all knowledge, 
or nd in all. judgment 5 that” ye may ap- 
he Frove things that ate excellent ; that you 


Ch hay ſincere, and without offence, until 
dy Þe.day of Chriſt. Bring filed with thy 


ras of. righteouſneſs which are 93 
h B 2 ug" m—_ 
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Jus Chriſt, tothe glory and praiſe of God. | 
But a ſhort Prayer, you {ce, and ye: 
full of good defires for the Churc 
from the beginning to the end : That iq 
-may ſtand and go on, and that in the 
molt excellent frame of Spirit; ever 
4 without blame ; ſincere, and without 
| offence, until the day of Chriſt, Jet it 
"F temptaticas or perſccutions be what 
they will. And becauſe, as I faid,Pray 
er doth ſubmit to the Will of God anc 
iay, Thy Will be done, as Chriſt hatl 
taught us, /1+t. 6, io. therefore th 
People of the Lord in humility are tc 
lay themſelves, and their Prayers, and 
all that they have, at the foot of their 
God; to be diſpoled of by him, as he it 
"ts his heavenly wiſdom ſeeth beſt : Yet 
6: not doubtitig bur God will anfixer th 
ET #Cvcire cf his People that way that ſhal 


. 


be moſt for their advantage, and h 
glory. When the Saints therefore dt 
pray with ſubmiſſion to the Wi] c 
God, it duth not argue that they aret 
doubtior queſtion God's love and kine 
nelsto them ; But becauic they atak 
p time 
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_ 


” CO 


4 
- 


1 will pray with the Spirit, &c. 27 * " 


—_ 


od. Jtimes are not ſo wiſe, but that ſomes:- 
| yEtimes Satan may get that advantage of 
Ccnthem,zsto tempt them to pray forthat,,. 
ati which if they had it, would neither 
the prove to God's glory, nor his Peoples... 1 
VEL good. 1 7oh, F- 14, IF. Tit tr 3s 38 !be®  .\ 
10Ut confidence we have tn him, that if we ask, | 
UI any thing according to his Will, he heare 
vhall erh w-: And if we know that be heareth 
rayy us, whatſcever we aik, we know that we 
.and bave the Petition that we ah, of him; 
tl that is, weasking in the Spirit of Grace 
td and Supplication. For,as 1 ſaid before, 
et that Petition that 1s not pur up in and 
and through the Spirit, 1t is not to be an- 
ne't ſxered, becauſe it is beſtde the Will of 
2 i God. For the Spirit only knoweth that, 
q and ſo conſequently knoweth how to 
v pray according to that will of God. 
For Thit man knoweth the things of a+ 
man, [ave the Spirit of. a man that s in 
J him? even ſo the things of God hnowet' 
Tew47, but the Spirit of God, 1 Cor. 2. 
}x-* But moreof this hereafter. | 
, Thus you fee, Firſt, what Prayer Is. - 
'4 Now to procced.. 


ed 
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_ Il. 1 willpray with the Spirit. : 


Now to pray with the Spirit, fot 
that's the praying Man, and none elſe, 

® 10 as to be accepted of God : Ir is for 
a man (as aforeſaid) ſincerely and fn. 
libly, with afiz&ion ro come to God 
through Chriſt, &c. V hich ſincere {cn- 
Hible and aff:tionate coming, muſt be 
by the working of God's Spirir. 

There is no Man nor Church in the 
World, that can come to God in Pray + 
er, but by the ailiſtance of the holy Spi- 
rit: For (Eph, 2. 18.) through Chriſt we 
all have acceſs by one Spirit unto the Fa- 
ther. Wherefore Paul ſaith, We know 
wor That we ſhould pray for as we ought ; 
but -the Spirit it ſelf maketh interceſſion 
for ns with aroanings which cannot be-#t- 
tered. And he that jearcheth the heart, 
 knoweth the meaning of the ſpirit ; becauſe 

be maketh intcrceſſion for the Saints gt- | 
cordivg to the will of God, And becauley 
there 1s. in. this Scripture fo full a dif; Þ 
coyery of the Spirit of Prayer, andof 

Ne... Man's þ 


Yor.J We know not the Matter o 
| things for which we ſhould pray, . net 
| ther the Objet# to whom we pray, nor 


ms, 


> 
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Man's inability to pray without it;there- 
fore I fhall in a few words comment 
upon Ir. 

Rom. 15.16. For we.] Conſicer,firſt, 
the Perſon ſpeaking, even Paul; and in 
his Perſon, all the Apeſtles. We Apo- 
ſtles, we extraordinary Officers, the 
wiſe Maſter-Builders, that have ſome 
of us been caught up into Paradiſe, 
I Cor. 3.10. 2 Coy. 12.4. We knew not 
what we ſhould pray for. 

Surely, there is no Man bat will con- 
fels, that Paul and his Compantons 
were as able to have done any work 
for God, as any Pope or proud Prelate in 
the Church of Rome, and 4-3 
could as well have made *Sze M.Fox's 
a * Common- Prayer-Book , Atts and Md- 
as thoſe whoat fi-ſt com- ray nigh FR: 
poſed this; as being not ; 

a whit behind them, either in- Grace: 

ot Gifts. \ | 

 *Fo# we know not what we ſhould pray - 
feb 
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the Medium, by or through whom we 
Pray; none. of theſe things know we, 
but by the help and aſſiſtance of the 
Spirit, Mat. 11.27. 1 Cor.2. 9,10, I1 
Should we pray for Communion with 
God, through Chriſt? Should we pray 
for Faith, for Juſtification by Grace, 
and a. truly ſanRified Heart? None © 
theſe things know we. For; A»no man 
kroweth the things of a man, ſave the Spi- 
rit of a man that is in bim; even ſo the 
things of God knoweth no man,bnt the Spi 
rit of God, 1 Cor. 2.11. But here(alas!) 
$i the Apoſtle ſpeaks of inward and ſpi 
L910 aitual things, which the world knows 
*-  - not, 7/a. 29:11. - 
. ©: Again; As they know not the at 
*"Fer,-&-6: of Prayer, without the help o 
theSpirit ; ſ{o- neither know they the 
; - © Manner thereof without the ſame : And 
therefqre he addeth, _H/e know nor what 
"* _ we ſhould pray for as we ought , but, tk 
; b+- Spirit  belpeth our infirmities with fig2 
7 and groats which cannot be- utteres 
\F: _- Mark here, they could not fo well and]. 
 \  - Tofully come off in the —— of per 
wii4 5. OItnr 1F 


a 
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forming this Duty,as theſe in our days 
think they can. 
The Apoſtles, when they were at the © /} 
beſt z yea when the Holy Ghoſt aſliſted q 
them, yet then they were fain to come -7 | 
off with ſighs and groans ; falling ſhort * | 
of exprefling their mind, but with ſighs ' 
and groans,w hich cannot be uttered. 1 
But here now the. wiſe Men of our | |* 
days are ſo well skill'd, as that they + | 
have both the Manner and Matter of | 
their Prayers at their fingers: ends 3 | 
ſetting ſuch a Prayer for ſach a day, . 
and that twenty years before it comes 2 © þ 
One for Chriſtmas, another for Eaſter,-, il 
and fix days after that. - They have? 
alſo bounded how many Sylables muſt.-_- 
be ſaid in every one of them attheip” /} 
the blick Exerciſes. For each Saints Day,” | 
\ndj ' Wo, they have them ready for the Ge-. 
hath nerations yet unhornto ſay. They can * 
the /tell you alſo when you ſhall kneel,” 
22 <rtifn you ſhall ſtand, when you” 
reaJ” -thould abide in your Seats, - when. yow' 
and] - heuld go vp into the Chancel, and © 
fr. Whit: you -ſhould 'do when you come * 


By. tro 


. 
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|. there. All which the Apoſtles came 
| fhort of, as nor being able to compoſe 
ſo profound a manner. And that for 
; this reaſon included in this Scripture, 
becauſe the fear of God tied them to. 
Pray, as they ought, 

For we know not what we ſhould pray 
' for - as we ought.) Mark this, As we 
ought... * For the not thinking of this 
| word, cr at leaſt the not underſtanding. 
it; in the ſpirit and truth of it, hath oc- 


 caſioned theſe Men to deviſe, as Fero- 


tam did (1 Kings 12. 26, 27, 28, 294. 
30; 3T, 32, 33.) another way of Wor- 
ſhip; both for Marter and Manner, than 
as revealed in the Word of God, But 
faith Paul, We muſt pray as we ought > 
And this we cannot do by all the art,, 
Skill, and cunning device of Men or 
Angels. For we know not what w# ſhou 
pray for as w? ought, but the Spirit Y 
Nay, further, it muſt be the Spirit it ſelf, 


{#7 that helpeth our Infirmities ; | not thg. 


Spirit,and Man's Luſts. VVhat Manot.. 
tis owr' brain may imagine aftd deviſe. 
| K-onethipg ; and what they are colm-. 


—_— 


by 
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: manded and ovght to do, is another. '-* 

Le Many ask and have not, becauſe they ak, © 

© | amiſs, Jam. 4. 3 Andfoare never the 

: nearer the enjoying of thoſe things they 

petition for. It is not to pray at ran- 

dom, that will put off God, or cauſe 

Y | him to anſwer, 

- While Prayer is making, . God is © * 

Ss ſearching the heart, to ſee from what 

S. | root andÞirit it doth ariſe. And he 

4 that [tarcheth the heart, knoweth (that 

is, approveth only) the meaning of the 

9" | Spirit, becauſe he maketh interceſſion for 

the Saints, according to the will of Gad, 

1 Fobn 5. 14. For in that which is aC- 

cording to his Will only he heareth us, 

and in nothing elſe. And- it is the 

Spirit only that canteach us ſo to asKk 5 

it on'y. being able to ſearch out all 
ings, even the deep things of, God, 

, VVithout which Spiri:, though we had 

F 2 thouſand Common- #rcyer- Books, yet: 

& wee Rnor not what we ſhould pray Ion 

*— T! as we 0:ght, being accompanied with 

# 1 thoſe 1ofirmities that make ns.abſo- 
lutely uncapable of ſuch a work, YVhichs 


> 
[ 


% 
on 
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-* Infirmities, although it is a hard thing 
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to-name them all, yet ſome of them are 
theſe that follow. 


Firſt, V Vithout the Spirit, Man is fo 
infirm, that he cannot with all other 
means whatſoever, be enabled to think 
one tight ſaving Thought of God, of 
Chriſt, or of his bleſſed Things ; and 
therefore he ſaith of the vVSked, God 
1s not in all their thoushts,Pſal.10:4. Uns« 
jeſs it be that they imagine him altoges | 
they ſuch a one as themſelves, Pſal.50. 20. 
For - every imagination of the thought of- 
their keart, is only evil, and that continu« 
ally, Gen. 6.5. & 8, 210 

1 hey then, Not being able to con- 
ceivearight of God, to whom they prayz 
oi Chriſt,through whom they pray z nor 
of the things for which they prays as 8 


before ſhewed, how [ſhall they be able 


to addreſs themſelves to Gud, without 
the Snirit help this infirmity ? 

Feradventure: you will ſay, By the 
help of the Common-Pfayer= Book ; But.” 
that caugot do it, Valef&1t can o_ 


<— 


- ew uw 7 a2— oo. 


that is the work of the Spirit only : 
The Spirit it ſelf is the reyealer of 
theſe things to poor ſouls, and that 
which doth giveus to underſtand themz 


wherefore, Chriſt tells his Diſciples, - 


<E 


when he promiſed to ſend the Spirit, _ 


the Comferter, He ſhall take of mine, 


and ſhew mto you ;, as if he had ſaid, LI 


know yau are naturally dark and igno= 


rant, as to the underſtanding any of. 


my things; though ye try this-conrſe 


and the other, yer your ignorance will: 


ſtill remain ; the veil is ipread over 
your heart, and there is none can taks 


away the ſ\-me, nor give you Ypiritnal 


underſtand ng ,. bur the Spirit, The 
Common: Prayer Book will vt d9.-it,. 
neither can any man « Xpect that it 
ſhould be 1nſtri.mental that way, 'ir be« 


we? none of Gud's Ordinancis; but 


#thing fiice the Ccriptures were write 


-J- ben, pats hed igether, one picce at one 
thne,aud anctii at another;a meer hu= 


- 
- 
o 
IF 
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mane invention and in{titution, which 
God is ſo far from owning of, that he 
expreſlly forbids it, with any other ſuch 
like, and that by manifold ſayings in 
his moſt holy and bleſſed Word. See 
Mark 7. verſ. 7, 8. and Col. 2. verſ. 16, 
17, 18, 19, 20,21, 22,23. Dent 12, 30, 
31, 32. Prov. 30.6 Dent. 4.2. Rev.22. 


18. For right Prayer, muſt as well in 


the outward pait of it in the outward 
expreſſion, as in the inward intention, 
comme from what the fou! doth appre- 
hend in the light of the Spirit ; other- 
wile it is condemned as vain and an 8+ 
bominarion'; ( Mark. 7. ) becauſe the 
heart and tongue do not go along joint- 
ly in the ſame, Prov. 21. g. 1/a. 29. 13, 
neither indeed can they,unleſs the Spi- 
rit heip our infirmitics. And this Das 
vid knew fall well, which did made him.. 
cry, Lord open thow my lips and my mouth 
ſball ſhew forth thy praiſe, Pſal. 51. 10, 
II, | MF 

I ſuppoſe, there is none can imagine 


#- but that David could (peak and expreſs - 


himſelf as well as others, nay, as any 
| Ab 


_ 
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in our generation, as 1s clearly mani- 
feſted by his word, and his works. Ne-» 
vertheleſs, when this good man, this 
Propher, comes into God's Worſhip, 
then the Lord malt help, or he can do 
nothing z* Lord oper thou my lips, and 
then my mouth ſhall ſhew forth thy praiſe. 
He could not ſpeakone right word, ex- * 
cept the Spirit it ſelf gave utterance - 
Fer we know not what we ſhould pray for 
as we ought : but the Spirit it ſelf helpeth 
Onr tnfirmities. 
But Secondly, It muſt be a praying 
with the Spirit, that is the effetual 
Praying ; becauſe, without that, as men 
are ſencelefs, ſo hypocriticz?, cold, and 
unſeemly in their prayers ; and ſo,they 
with their prayers, are both rendred a- 
bominable ro God, Mar. 23. 14. Mark 
12.40: It 1s not the exc<llency of 'the 
voice. nor the ſeeming affeftion, and 
earneſtneſs of him tha prayeth, that is 
gtzxhing regarded of God without ir, 
Luke 18. 11, 12. Iſa. 58. 2, 3. For man 


. | .as man, is fo full of all manner of wick- 
' ednt{s, that he cannot keep a.word, 


%. o 


—— 
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or the ight, ſo much leſs a piece of prayer 
| clean, and acceptable ro God through 
+ Chriſt. Aud for this cauſe, the Phari- 
my ſees, with their prayers, were rejected. 
* [' Nogqueſtion, but they were excellent- 
HY | ly able to exprels themſelyes in words, 
&] and alſo-for length of time too they 
| 


were yery notable ; but they had not 
the Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt to help them, 
18 and therefore they did what they aid 
(4; with their 1ofirmities or weakneſſes 
#F only, and fell ſhort of a ſincere, ſen- 
ſible, affeCtionate pouring out of their 
"4 fouls to God through the ſtrength of 
at the Spirit. That is the prayer that go-- 
L297 eth to Heaven, that is ſent thither-in 
the ſtrength of the Spirit, - For, 
Thirdly, Nothing but the Spirit can 
ſhew a man clearly His miſery-by na-- 
ture, =ad ſo pur a man into a poſture 
of prayer. T'alk is hut talk,'as weuſeto 
fay, ardſo.itis but mouth-worſhip, if 
there be not a ſence of miſery, andetas 
effetually_roo. 3 
O the curſed hypocriſte thatis in moſt- 
hearts, and that accompagieta many: 
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«er | thouſands of praying men that would ** 
ugh} be ſo looked upon in this day, and: all 
ari-| for want of a. ſence of their miſery! 
ted. But now the Spirit, that will ſweetly 
nt-| ſhew the ſoul its miſery,where it is,and , 
-ds, | what is like to become of it ; alſo the 
hey | intolerableneſs of that cordition : For 
not} it is the Spirit that doth effeAtually con- - - 
2m, | vince of ſin and miſery, without the Lord 
aid | Fe/ſus, John 16. 9,8,9. and ſoputs the 
ſes | foul into a ſweet, fcrious, ſenſible; af- 
en-F feftionate way of praying to God ac- 
eirj cording to his Word. 
of |  Foxrthly, If men did ſee thety fins, 
70--| yet without the help of the Spirttzthey 
in4 would not. pray : for they wouldrun 
away from God, with Cain and Fudas, 
and utterly deſpair of mercy, were-it 
not for the Spirit. When «a man Is ins 
deed ſenſible of his fin and God's curſe, 
then it is an hard «thing to perſuade - * 
him'to pray; for ſaith his heart, There 
».0 bope, it 15 in vain to ſeck, God, Jer. 
2. 25. Jer. 28, 12. I amgfo vile, ſo 
- wretched, and ſo cyrſed a Creature,that - _ 
I ſhall never be r . Now here-* 
_ Comes... 


WW 
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comes the Spirit, and itzyeth the {oul, 
helpeth itto hold upits face to God, by 
letting into the heart fome {mial! ſence 
of mercy, to encouraye it tn go to 
God; and hence it is called the Com- 
forter, John 14. 26. 

Fifthly, It muit 52 in, or with the 
Spirie; For withont that, no man «a1 
know how he ſhouid come to Gol the 
right way. Men may eaſily 14y. they 
come to God in his 52n ; but It Is the 
hardeſt thing of a thouſand to come to 
God aright, and in his own way, with- 
our. the Spirit. 1r 5s the ſpirit that ſearch- 
eth all things, yea, the deep things of God, 
1 Cor. 2. 12. It is the Spirit thzt mult - 
ſhew us the way of coming to God,and 
alſo what there is in God that makes 
him deſirable. I beſeech thee ( ſaith 
Aofes) ſhew me thy way that I may know 
zhee, Exod, 33.13. and John 16. I'4 
He ſhall take of mine, and ſhall ſhew it 
unto you. + IP 

Sixthly, Becauſe without the Spirit, 
though a man did ſee his miſery, ant 
alſo th: way to come to God ; yet. 'he 

| would :. ; 
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would never be able to claim a ſharein 
either God,Chriſt, or Mercy,with Gods 
approbation. O how great a taskisIt, 


for a poor ſoul that becomes ſenſible of 
ſin, and the wrath of God, to ſay in 
Faith, but this one word, Father ! I tell fl 
y Ou, however hypocrites think, yet the 
Chriſtian, that is fo indeed. finds all - - 
tae difficulty i in this very thing, it can- 
not ſay, God is its Father. 

Oh! faith he, 1 dare not call him 
Father ; and hence 1r is that the Spirit 
muſt be ſent into the hearts of God's 
people for this very thing, to cry, Fa- 
ther, Gal. 4. 6.it beg too great a work 
for any man to do knowingly, and bee. 
lievingly, without it. When I fay, 


kno ingly, I mean, knowing what it is 
to be a Child of God, and to be born 
again, And when 1 ſay, believingly, I 
mean for the foal to believe, and that 
from good expericnce, that the work of 
Me ace is wrought in him : this is the 
right calling of God Father 3” and not, 
as many do,to ſay in a-babling way, the 
Lord's Prayer (ſo called) by heart, as it 


ow 


ue 
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lyeth in the words of the Book. No, 
here is the lifeaf Prayer, when in, or 
with the Spirit, a man being made ſen- 
ſible of ſin, and how to come to the 
Lord for mercy ; he comes, I ſay, in 


IEP! the ſtrength of the Spirit, and cryeth, 


Father, mos 

= That one word ſpoken in Faith, 
is better than a thouſand prayers, as 

men call thei, Written and read in a 

formal; cold. inke-warm way. 

Oh how far ſhort are thoſe people of 
being ſenſible of this, who count it e- 
nough to teach themſelves, and chil- 
dren, to ſay the Lord's Prayer, the 
Creed, with other ſayings; when as 


q fa God knows they are ſenceleſs of them- 
2 ſelves, their miſery, or what it is to be 


brought to God through Chriſt / | 
Ah poor ſouls! ſtudy your miſery, 
and cry to_God to ſhew you your con-- 


# fuſed blindneſs and ignorance, before 


you be ſo rife in calling God yeur 
Father, or learning your children et- 
ther ſo to fay.* And know, that to ſay, . 
God is your Father, ina way of pray-- | 
7 F | cr, 


PREY 


1 will pray with the Spirit, &C. 42 k. 


X : - _ 
er, Or conference, without any ex- 


0, : 

Wy periment of the work of grace on your 

1- ſouls, it is to ſay, you are Fews, and are 

Ne not, and ſo to lie. | 

in You ſay, Onur Father : God faith, _. 
\ 

h, you blaſpheme, You fay, you are Jews, / 


that is, true Chriſtians : God faith, you 
h, lie. Be'old, 1 will make them of the Sy- 
18 nacopue of Satan which ſay they are Fews, 


A and are not, but do lie. And 1 know the 
blaſphemy of them that ſay, they are Jews, 
Ty and are nor, but are the Synagogue of Sas 
- tan, REV. 3.9. Kev. 2.9. 
[- And ſo much the greater the fin is, 
e by how much the more the ſinner boaſts 
'S it with a pretended ſanftity, as the Fews 
» did to Chriſt,in 76h. 8. 41, to 45.which 
e made Chriſt even in plain terms to tell 
| them their doom, for alt their hypocri- 
'F tical pretences. And yet forfooth, e- 
5 very curſed whoremaſter, thief and. 


e drunkard, {wearer, and perjured pers 
- ſop; they that have not only. been ſuch 
Þ 1a times paſt, but are evet ſo ſtill z 
"F* theſe, 1 ſay, by ſome muſt be counted 

; the.only honeſt niwgramd all ieeeuly, 
RE ITORBUES | | 
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with their blaſphemous throats and hy- 

pocritical hearts, They will come to 

l: Church and ſay, Our Father. Nay fur- |» 

Wh: Ther, theſe men though every time they 
| 


ſay to God, Onr Father, do moſt abo- 
minably blaſpheme, yet they muſt be 
compelled thus to do, And izecauſe 
others that are of more ſober Princi- 
ples, ſcruple the truth of ſuch vain Tra- 
ditions ; therefore they muſt be looked 
upon to be the only Enemies of God 
*# and the Nation, 7/a. 53, 10. when as 
EE, It is their own curſed Superſtition that 
+ doth ſet the great God againſt them, 
! and cauſe him to count them for his 
enemies. And yet juſt like to Bonner 
that blood-red Perſector, they com- 
mend (I1ſay) theſe wretches although 
never fo vile (if they cloſe in with 
their Traditions) to he goud Churches _ 
men, the honeſt ſubjefts ; while God's* 
People are ( as it hath always been,- 
Exra 4. 12, to 16.) looked upon tobe, 
a turbulenc, feditious, and faftious peo». © 
ple. 
ly Therefore give me leave a little..to 
reaſon * 
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Twill pray with the Spirit, 8<G- 45 © "1 
reaſon with thee, thou poor, blind, ig 
norant ot ; It may ie,thy great prayer 
isto ſay, Our Father which art in Hea- 
ven, &c, Doſt thou know the meaning 
of the very f1ft words of this Prayer? _ 
Canſt thou indeed, with the reſt of the - *; 
Saints, cry Our Father ? Art thou tru= / * 
ly born again ? baſt thou received the 
Spiric of Adoption ? doſt thou ſee thy 
ſelf in Chriſt? and canſt thou come to 
God as a Member of him ? Or, art 
thou ignorant of theſe things, and yet 
d:reſt ſay, Our Father ? Is not the De- 
vil thy Father !Fobn 8.4) and doſk 
thou not do the deeds of the fleſh? and 
yet darelt thou ſay to God, Our Father! 
Nay, art thou not a deſperate Perſe= 

u:or of the Children of God ? haſt 
thou not curſed them in thy heart many ' 
a time? And yet doſt thou out of thy 

_. Iblaſphemous throat ſuffer theſe words 
to-.come, even, Our Father ?! 

| He 1s their Father, whom thou hateſt 

>, pd perſecuteſt, 

But as the Devil preſented himſelf 

Smongſt the Sons of Gcd, Job, _ 
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they were to preſent themlelyes before 
the Father, even our Father; fo is it 
now: becauſe the Saints are comman- 
ded to ſay, Our Father , therefore all 
Fr theblind ignorant rabble in the world, 
== 4 they muſt alſo uſe the ſame words,Our 
(. : \ Father. 
tf $ I Secondly, And doſt thou indeed ſay, 
= Halowedbethy Name, with thy heart ? 
Doſt thou ſtudy by all honeſt and law- 
ful ways, to adyance the Name, Holi- 
'neſs and Majeſty of God ? -Doth thy 
heart and converſation agree with this 
paſſage ? Doſt thou ſtrive to imitate 
Chriſt in all thy works-of Righteouſ- 
neſs, which God hath commanded of 
thee, and prompt thee forwards to ? It 
is ſo, if thou beeſt one that canſt truly a; 
with God's allowance cry, Owr Father. Þ g 
Or, is it not the leaſt of thy thoughts ],, 
all the day ?' and doſt thou not clearly 
-make it appear that thou art a curſed |, 
Hypocrite, by condemning that with 
- thy daily practice, which thou preven 
deſt in thy praying with thy diflem- 
bling tongue ? es 
- vo Thirdly, 
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. I will pray with the Spirit, &ec. 47 
© } Thirdly, Wouldeſt thou have the 
It Kingdom of God come indeed, and alfo 
- his Will to be done in Farth, as it is in 
1 Heaven? Nay, notwithſtanding thou, 
! kccording to the Form,ſay'ſt,TbyKing- 
T Wom come ; yet, would it not make thee 1», 
eady to run mad,to hear the Trumpet 4 « 
ound, to ſee the Dead ariſe, and thy * 
elf juſt now to go and appear before 
- 1God, to reckon for all the Deeds thou 
= Jhaſt done in the Body? Nay, 4re not 
Y Ithe very Thoughts of it altogether dif- 
5 Jpleaſing to thee? And if God's Will 
© Jſhould be done on Earth, as it is in 
Heaven, muſt it not be thy ruine ? 


There is never a Rebel in Heaven + 
Y [againſt God 3 and if he ſhould ſo deal 
"* Jon Earth, muſt he not whirl thee down 
'S [to Hell? : 
y And fo of the reſt of the Petiti- 
h "ONS, : | 

Ah! how ſadly would. even thoſe 
fi look; and with what terror wou}d 
= |.they walk up and down the World, -it 
'{they. did but know the lying-amthla(- 
Pp | C "'pheming 
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nas I wil pray nith the Spirit, &c. 
F _ phemiog that proceedeth out of thei 


} - -mMouth, eycnin their moſt pretended 1 
| JanCtity ? t 
The Lord awaken you, -#nd learn x 
{ - -yourpoor Souls, in all humility, to tak F 
+ heed that you be not raſh and unad{ « 
** , viſed with your Heart, and much mord 
with your Mouth ; when you appearf 
berore God, (2s the wite Man faith,) 8 
208 raſh with thy mouth, and let not thin 
bheapt be haſty to utter any thing ; elpeci 
'ally to call God Father, without fome 
bleſſed Experience, when thou comeſt 
ibefore God. Bur | paſs this. 


,. Seventhly, It muftde a Praying with 
the Spirit, if it be accepted ; becauſe 
"there is nothing but the Spirit can lift 
-up the Soul or Heart to God in Prayer 
T he preparation of the heart in man, ana 
the anſwer of tie rongue,js from the Lord 
Prov. 16. 1, That is, In-every work 
for God, (and eſpeciaily in Prayer,) jt 
- &he heart run with the tongue, it mul 
be prepared by the Spirit of God. -* 'q+ 
Indeed;the Tongue is very a pct J 
| "2 
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ſelf) to run without either Fear or 
Wiſdom. But when it-is the anſwer of 
the heart, and that ſuch;an heart as is 
arif 'prepared by the Spirit of God ; then it 
#kd ſpeaks ſo as God commands, and doth - | 
adJ deſire. | ch; | 
ord They are mighty words of Davia, \, 41 
ean where be ſaich, That he lifteth his hears \\ 
5a and his ſoul to God, Pal. 25. 1. * 2 
mn It is a great work for any man with- 
cl -ont the {trength of the ſpirit ; and 
Ng therefore | conceive that this is one 
ci of the great Reaſoas why the Spirit of 
God is called -a Spirit of Szpplication, 
| Zech. 12. 11. becauſe it is'that which 
Ty helpeth the heart, when it ſupplicates 
:4 indeed, to do lt. 
ty - Andtherefore ſaich Paul, Eph. 6. 18. 
TY ---Praying With all prayer and ſupplicas 
tion in the ſpirit, And ſo inmy Text, { 
will pray with the Spirit. 
Prayer,withour the heart be in it, iz 
like a ſound without Life ; and a heart, 
a without it be lifred op of the ſpirit,will 
4: Never pray to God. | 


SH = 
tt. 


©" "Eighthly, As the heart, mult be lift- t 
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ed up by the Spirit, if it pray aright z 

. to alſo it muſt be held op by the Spirit 
when. -it is up, if it continue to pray 
aright: : 

1 do not know what, or how it is 
with other hearts,whether they be lift- 
£4 up by the Spirit of God, and fo 
- cr no: But this I am ſure 

. of ; 
 .Fnf, That it is impoſſible that all 
the Prayer-Baoks that men have made 
- in, the-World,ſhould lift up or prepare 
the heart ; that is the work of the great 
God himſelf, 
And.in the Secozd place, I am ſure, 
.:that they are as far from keeping it up, 
when It 15 Up. | 
And indeed here is the Life of Pcay- 


1 — S 


pn -— _ 
. SR. n—_ 


Fo —_— _—_— ——— , —D ©. 4 hes = 
_—_ 
"— 


—_— 


NE tata al wh ons 
-- 
=<- 
————_ -Hunm—_— 2 


__— I Srnereins er g Yr 
_ C 


by 
ty 
: _—> 
pa - -.2 
- - - 


. the duty. 

Exod. 17. 12. It was a great matter 
for .44ſes to keep his Hands lifted up to 
God in Prayer ; but how much more 
than to keep the heart in it ! 


_ DB . > 
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. er, tohave the heart kept with God In | 


The want of this, .is that which God 
\ complains of, Extk. 33. That they-draw | 
| | ns 
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nigh to him with their mouth, attd honour '* 
him with their lips, but their hearts wers 
far from him, (but chiefly) hey that 
walk after the Commandments and Trad. 


r:ons of men : as the ſcope of Mat. r5v. -* 


8, 9. doth teſtifie. y 
And verily, may I but ſpeak my own} 


Experience, :nd from that tell you - +" 


tte difficul:y of Praying to: God'as:[ 
ought; it Is enough to make. your poor, 
blind, carnal men, to entertain ſtrange 
Thoughts of me. -For,as for my hears, | 
when go to pray, I find it fo loth to : 
go to God ; and when it is with him,fo 
loth to ſtay with him, that manytimes-—1 
I am-forced in my Prayers ; firf,to beg .; 
of God; that 1e would take mine heart, 
and ſet-it on himſelf in Chrift 3- and © \ 
when it is there, that he would keep it 
there, (Pal. $6; 11.) Nay, many times - 
I know-not-what to pray for, 1 am ſo 


blind ; nor-how to pray, Lam ſo igno-, +: 


ant z only{bleſſed be- Grace) the Spiv / 
rt helps: our. infir mities. Ee: 
]*- Oh the ſtarting-holes that tie heart © 


thath 'in the time of Prayer !'\:none* {3 


C3. 


knows. & 


oy F2 I wil ' pray with the Spins, &e. 


mn c noms: how many by-ways the heart 
/ hath, and back-lanes, to ſlip away fromFf' 
, the preſence of God. How much Pride| 
» } alſo, if enabled with Expreſſions? How 
{ . much Hypocriſie,if before others ? And} 
_ how little Conſcience is there made of 
E983. : Prayer between God and the Soul in 
ik. fecret,. unleſs the Spiric of, "upplication 
8:-=: be there to help ? 
© * ,  WhentheSpirit gets into the Heart, 
then there is Þ rayer indeed, and not 
will then. 
, Niuthly, The Sonl that doth rightly 
pray, it muſt be 1n and with the help 
2nd ſtrength of the Spirit z- becauſe ir 
3s impoſſible that a Man ſhould expreſs 
| himſelf ig Prayer withon: it.” When L} 
ſay it is impoſſible for a man ro expreſsJ- 
himſelfin Prayer without it; I mean, 
tharit is impoſſi>le that the heart, ina 
fircere azcd fenſible affeQionare way, 
ſ:on|d pour out it ſelf before God,with 
thoſe groans and fighs that come from 
a truly praying Heart, withour the af, 
ſiſtance of the Spirit, 1t is not. they, 
Mouth that. is the main thing to beſ 


looked: 
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Spirit, &c. 53 © 


| I will pray ith the 


ooked at in Prayer, whether the heart , 
ie {o full of affection and earneſtneſs in. 
rayer with God, that it is impoſlible - 
expreſs their ſence and defire. For 
hen a man deſires iydeed, when his: - 
eſires are ſo ſtrong, many and migh- | 
ty, that a]l the words, tears and groans 
that can come from the heart, cannot 
ntter them, The Spirit helpeth our 
infir mities, and maketh interceſſion. for us 
with ſighs and graans that caimot be ut - 
tered. 
ly That is but poor Prayer, which is- 
'only diſcovered in ſo mary words. 
: A man that truly prays one Prayer, . 
«ſs | ſpall afrer that never be able to expreſs 
1 LI Pith his Mouth or Pen, the unutterable ds 
of& | rev, ſence, affefiion and longing, that- 
went to God in that Prayer. 

The beſt Prayers have often more. 
Groans than Words: and thoſe Wards - 
that It. hath, are but a lean and ſhallow 

epreſentation of the Heart, Life and 
.C. | Spirit of that Prayer. You do not find 
9 2ny words of Prayer that we read of,.. : 
be |.come- out of. the Movth - of Moſer, © 


54. 1 will pray with the Spirit, &c. 


when he was going out of Egypt, an(" 
was kllowed® by Phuwely Erol. I 

15- and yet he mzde; Heaven riu | 
again with his Cry : But it was the u 
expreſtible, and unſearchable groanf 
ard cryings of his Soul, in and with thy 
Spiric. 

God is the God of Spirits, Numb. 16 
22, and his Eyes look farther than the 
2:8 of any Duty whatſoeyer, 1 Sam, 
10, 7. 

I. doubt this 15 but little thought 0 
by the moſt of them that would b 
looked upon as a praying People. 

The nearer a man comes in any wor 
that God commands him, to the doing 
of it according to his Will; ſo much 
the more hard and difficult it is. - And 
the reaſon is, becauſe Man, as Man, is 
not able to do it. 

But Prayer (as aforefaid) is not on- 
"lya Duty, but oneof the moſt eminent 
Duties; and therefore ſo much th 
more difficult. Therefore Paul knew 
', what heſaid, when he faid, 7 will pray 
-\ . with the Spirits He knew well, ib was' 

; | not 
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Twill pray with the. Spirit, QC, 55" 3 


not what others writ or ſaid,that could: 


4 make him a praying Perſon 3: nothing 
leſs than the Spirit could do it. 

1 Tenthly, It muſt be with the Spirit ;- 
or elſe, as there will be a failing ir + 
| the act it-ſelf, ſo-there will be a. fail» 
ing, yea, a fainting, in the proſecution - 
of the work. Prayer is an Ordinance . . 
of God, that muſt continue with, : 
a Soul, ſo. long as it is-on- thts ſide ©. 


g10rY. : vs. 
But, as I ſaid before, it is not poſ- 


ſible for a Man to get up his Heart to - 
God in Prayer; ſo it is as difficult to + | 
keep it there, without .the aſſiſtance of 


the Spirit.- | | 
And if-ſo, then for a Man to conti- 


nue from time to time in Prayer witle 
God, it muſt of. neceſſity -be with the -- 


Spirit. | | 
Chriſt tells us, : That men 


1,2. Ard again tells us, that: this is 


one Definition of an Hyporrite, That + ,; 
b. either be will no- continue in Prayer, or. 


elſe, -if he do, it will nor be 5nchepomer 
WEN RO 


oughs al 
' w4)s to pray,. and not. to faint,” Luke 195 
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(Fob 27: 10.) That is, in the Spirit of 
Prayer, but inthe Form, for a.pretence 
only, Mat. 23: 14. © 
It is the eaſeſt thing of a hundred, 
to fall rom the Power. to the. Form ; 
but it-1s the hardeſt thing of many, to 
keep in the Life, Spirit and Power of; 
. any one Duty, eſpecially Prayer : That 
is fuch a work, that a Man, without the 
help :of the Spirit, cannot ſo much as 
pray once ;. much leſs, continue with» 
aut it in-a-{weet-praying frame z and in 
praying, ſo topray,as'to have his Pray- 
exs toaſcend-into the Ears of the Lord 
. God of Sabboth. 
Facob did not only begin, but beldit ; 
T wilt not let. thee: go, unleſs thou bleſs me, 
Gen, 32, BF | 
- *S9_did the reſt of the Godly, Hoſe 
12-4. But this could not be without the - 
: \rit of Prayer « 7t 5s rbrough the Spi-. 
' bat. we have acceſs to the Fathgs; . 
= -»3, oY | IT 
ie:is a remarkable place-in. 
- he ſtirreth- up--the Saints, - 


:- 1:-will pray-mith'the Spirie, Be. 


1 will pray with the Spirit, &e,” $57 
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Wicked to ſtand faſt, and continue or © 
hold out in the Faith'of the Goſpel, as- 
one excefent Means thereto, . without-- © 
which he knew they would never be a--- 
ble to do 1t.Saith he, Build uþ your ſelves * 
in your moſt holy faith, praying in the Ho- 
ly Goſh, Jade 20, As if be had' faid; ri 
Brethren, as cternal life is laid up for the - - | 
per/ons that hold out jonly ; ſo you cannot” 
bold out, unleſs you continue praying 5+ 
the Spirit, | 

The great cheat that the Devil and - 
Antichriſt deludes the world'withal, it” 
is to make them continue in the Form + 
of any Duty, the-Form of Preaching, 
of Hearing, of Praying, &c- Theſe are 
they that have a Form of Godlineſs, but"\ 
deny the. power”; from- ſuch tarn away, 
2 .1im. 3. 5+” 
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Here followeth the Third 
_ Thing; to wit, 


|. What itis to pray with the Spirit, 
and with Unaer ft anding. 


"ND: now tothe next thing, What 
it 1s fo pro with the Spirit, and to: 
pray with the Un erſtanding alſo. For the 
Apoſtle put a clear diſtinCtion between 
prayieg with the Spirit, and praying with 
the Spirit and Underſtanding. Therefore 
when he ſaith, he will pray with the Spi- 
rit.;. he addeth; and I will pray with the 
Underſtanding { alſo. This Diſtintion 
vas occaſioned through the Corinthians. 
not obſerving that 1t was their Duty to-- 
do what they did to the Edification of 
themſelves, and- others too ;. whereas 
they did it for their own Commen- 
dations. Sol judge :-For many of them. 
| having extraordinary Gifts, as ts ſpeak | ' 
| with aver! tongues, &c. therefore they- |-|- 


\ ©. 


{. 


% 


|-]4 the Apoſtle pray for the Coloſſians, That, 


» 


LF will pray with the Spirit, &C. "A 


- _ _ ay © go - rout 


were more for thoſe mighty gifts; than 
they were for the edifying of their Bre- 
thren ; which was the cauſe that Paul 
wrote this- Chapter to them; to-let 
them underſtand, that thougtr extraor- 
dinary gifts were excellent, yet, to do 
what they did to the edification of the . 
Church, was more excellent. For (faith.. - 
the Apoſtle) if / pray in an unknown 
tongue, my Spirit prayeth, 4t my Unacr- 


- ſtanding (and alſo the Underſtanding; 


of others). is w2fruitful, T herefore, / 
will pray with the Spirit, and I will pray 
with the Underſtanding alſo, 1 Cor, 14., 
4 F,--12,13,14,15, &c. read the (cope *: 
of the whole-Chapter. 

It is expedient then that the Under- 
ſtanding ſhould be occupied in Prayer, 
as. well as the, heart and mouth ; 1 wth 
pray with the Spirit, aud. I will pray with 
the Underſtanding: alſo. That which is 
done with Underſtanding,is done more, * 
effeQtually, ſenſibly and heartily, (:as + ? 
I. ſhall further ſhew- anon) than that. 


- Which is done-without it. Which made 


God: 


- 2 
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on the ſecond. 


God would fill them with the knowledge of 
his Will, in all wiſdom, and ſpiritual un- 
derſtanding , Col. 1. 9. And for the 
Epheſians, That God would give unto 
them the Spirit of Wiſdom and Revelation 
in'the knowleage of him, Ep. 1. 17. And 


To-for the Philippians, That God wonld 
. . make them ghound in knowledge and in all 


Jndgment, Phil. 1. 9. 

A ſuitable underſtanding is good-in- 
every thing a man undertakes, either 
Civil or Spiritual ; and therefore. it 
muſt be deſired by all then that would 
be a praying People. 

Inmy ſpeaking to this, I. ſhall ſhew- 
you what-1t 1s to pray with Underſtand- 
10g. 
Underſtanding isto be taken both for 
ſpeaking in our AMother-Tongue, and 
aiſo -- IS 

[ ſhall paſs -the firſt and treatonly: 

For themaking of right-Prayers, it is/ 
tobe:required; that there ſhonld be a-- 
good or: ſpiritual underſtanding in all : 
<5 15 Fuf,.. x 
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1 ſpeaking the very fathe words L'The 


I will pray with the Spirit, &C. Pa , 


Firſt, To pray with underſtanding, 
is topray as being inſtrufted by the Spirit, 
in the underſtanding of the want of thoſe 
things which the Soul 1s to pray for. 

1houzh a man be in never ſo much * 
need of pardon of {in, and deliverance 
from wrath to come, yet if. he under- * 
ſtand not this, he will either -not de- - - 
fire them ar all, or elſe be fo cold and 
luke-warm in his deſires after them, 
that God will even loath their frame of. . 
ſpirit in asking for them, Thns itwas 
with the Church of the Laodiceens, they+ _ - 
wanted knowledge or ſpiritual under- *.% 
ſtanding ; They 'knew not that they 
were poor, wretched, blind and naked: 
The cauſe whereof, made them, and all 
their ſervices, ſo loathſom to .Chriſt, 
that he threatens to ſpxe them out of bis. 
montb, Rev. 3. 17. | 

Men without underſtanding, may ſay. - 
the ſame words in prayer” as others'do, 
but if there be' att uriderſtandiag in the. 
one, .and none. in the'other ;:there is, 
Oh' there. is a mighty. difference in- 
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. . foul, that it ſtands in need of. 


Canaan (Mat, 15, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 
27, 28.) ſhe did by Faith and a right 
Underſtanding, diſcern « beyond all | 
” the rough carriage of. Chriſt) tender- 


and earneſt, yea, reſtleſs, until ſhe did 


Foul more to ſeek after God, and-to.cry 


_ 


7 will pray with the Spirit, &. "Y 


one ſpeaking it from a ſpiritual under- 
ſtanding of thoſe things, that he. in 
words deſires ; andthe other words it 
only, and there is all. 

Secondly, Spiritual underſtanding , 
eſpicth in the heart of God, a readineſs | 
and willingneſs to give thoſe things to the 


thoughts of God towards: him.,  * Pſal. . 
40. 5 


David by this, could gueſs at the very | 
And thus it was with the woman of 


nefs and willingneſs in his heart to 
fave, which cauſed her.to be yehement 


enjoy the mercy. ſhe ſtood in need 
=. £ 
- An underſtanding of the-willingneſs 
that is-in the heart of. God to fave ſin- 
ners, there Is. nothing will. preſs the 


for patdon, that it, If a man ould | 
a = 
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| 1 will pray with the Spirit, &. 63 © 
fee a Pearl, worth an hundred pounds, 
lye in a ditch, yet if he underſtood not 
the value of it, he would lightly paſs ic 
by ; but if he once get the kxowiedge 


of it, he would venture up to the neck 
for it, 


So it is with ſouls concerning the. .- 
| things of God ; If a man once getan . 


underſlanding of the worth of them, 
then his heart, nay the very ſtrength of 
his ſoul, runs after them,and he will ne- 
ver leave crying till he have them, 

The two blind men in the Goſpel, 
becauſe they did certainly know that 
Jeſus, who was going by them, was botty 
able and willing -to heal ſuch infirmi- 
ties as they were afflicted with, there- 
fore they cryed, and the more they were 


 rebukgd, the more they cryed, Mat. 20. 


29, 30, 31. _ 

Thirdly, The underſtanding: being=. 
qpricnally enlightned: hereby, rheye 15 
the way (as aforeſaid):d5ſcovered throuzh 
which the ſoul ſhould come "unto God 3 


, Which gives great encouragement-un- 


"5p | In. 3 


Aa 


oe eete>..4 


ll pray with the Spirit, &c. 


one who hath a work todo, and if it be 
not done, the danger is great ; if it be 
done, ſoisthe adyantage : but he knows 
not how to begin, nor how to proceed, 


_ end fo through diſcouragewent, lets all- 


alone, and runs the hazard. 
Fourthly, The enlightned underſtand- 


Ing, ſees largeneſs enough in the Promiſes 


ro encourage-it to pray,which ſtill adds to 
it ſtrength to ſtrength. As when men 


promiſe ſuch and ſuch thimgs to all that 


will come for them, it is great encou- 
Fagt 


enlightned, way: is made for the ſor t0- 

came to God with ſuitable arguments. 
Sometimes in a way of expoſtulation, 

as Facob. Gen. 4/7. 9: Sometimes in Way 


of ſupplication, yet not in a verbal way: 
only, but- even from the heart there-is 


forced by the Spirit, through the under- 


' | ſanding, ſuch effetual Arguments, as. -. 
+ moreth the heart of God, £25: 


When. 


| Itis elſe with a poor ſoul, as with 


6a. oo as not ing 129 = - 


| ent to thoſe that know what pro=- - 
# miles are made, to come and ask for 
"them. 

. Fifthly, The Underſtanding being: } 


|. «conſtomed to the yoak,: rurn than me, and 


1s 


_—_ 


1 will pray with the Spirit, &c. 65 © 


When Ephraim gets' a right under- 
ſtanding of his own anſeerbly carriages 
towards the Lord, then he begins to 


 bemdan himſelf, Jer. 31..18, 19,20. and 


in bemoaning of himſelf, he uſeth fuch. 
Arguments with the Lord;.that it af- 


ſefts his heart, draws out forgiveneſs; 


and makes Ephraim pleaſant in his eyes . 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 1 have 


ſurely heard Ephraim bemoaning bimfelf ., 


thus (ſaith God ) Thou" haſt chaſtiſed 
me, and I was chaſtiſed.; as abullockan- 


T ſhall be turned; for thou art the. Lord 
my God. Surely after ] was turned, 1 re- 
pented, and after I was inftratted Cor-bad 
a right underſtanding of my felf) # 


ſmote upon my thigh. 1 was aſhamed, yea," 
| even arkedy xl an ſe I did re þ | 


reproach of my youth, VET 
' Theſe be Ephraim's complaints, ard 
bemoanings of himſeff ; az which the 
Lord breaks forth intotheſe heart-mel- 
ting expreſſions, ſaying, SF 
{s Ephraim my dear Son ? Ts he a plea- 
[ant Child? For ſince 1 ſpeak, unto him, 
£5: _ 


— 
T. o 
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I do earnefily remember bim ſtill; theres ("lt 
fore:my bowels. are troubled for bim : I ['® 
. will ſurely have mercy upon: him, ſaith-the [2 
Lord. | or 
Fhus you ſee, that as it is required 
to pray with the Spiric, ſoit is to pray 
with the Underſtandiog alſo. 
Andto illuſtrate what hath been ſpo- 
ken by a Similitude : | 
. Set the-caſe there ſhould come two. Ic 
a begging to your door, the one is a |! 
Poor, fame, wounded, and almoſt ſtar- JP) 
_ vedcreature ;,.the other is a healthful 
luſty perſen. P” 
Theſe two.uſe the fame words in F 
their begging,” the. one ſaith he is al- 
 @mdoſtitarved, fo doth-the- other ; but 
.yet the- man that is indeed the poor, 
lame, or maimed. perſon, he ſpeaks 
with more ſence, feeling,and underſtan- 
ding of the miſery. that is mentioned 
in their begging than the other: can dog 
and it-is diſcovered more by his affe. 
Ctiotate ſpeaking, his bemoaning;hiins. 
t elf: His pain and poverty makes him-,\ 
+ ſpeak more ig a ſpirit of Lamentation/ © 


1 
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than the other, and he ſhall be, pittied 
ſooner than the other, by all thoſe that 
have the leaſt dram of naturalaffetion 
or pity- 

uſt thus it is with God. 
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Fhere are ſome who out of cuſtom 
and formality, go and pray ; there are 
others, who go in the bitterneſs ob. their 
ſpirit : The one he prays ont of -bare 
notion, and naked knowledge ; the 
other hath his words forced from him 

y the anguiſh of his ſoul, Surely, that 
is the man that God will took at, even 
him that 4s of a humble and contrite ſpits 


J-it, and that trembleth at his word, Alfa, 


66, 2. 
Sixthly, An underſtanding wellg- 
iphened, -is of admirable uſe» alſo; 


4 ; 

He that hath his underſtanding well 
Xerciſed, to diſcern between good and 
yil,- and in it placed a ſence, either of 


he miſery of man, or the-mercy 0f 


zod 4 that ſoul hath no need of the 
'ritMge of other men, to teach him 


$9: as tothe matter and manner of Pray 


by -. 
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4 
4 


by Forms of Prayer: For as he that 


Feels the pain, nceds not to be learned 
to cry, Ob: Even ſo, he that hath his] 


Underſtanding opened by the Spirit, 
needs not ſo to be taught of other mens 


prayers, as that he cannot pray withouty 


them : the preſent ſence, feeling, and 


preflure that lyeth uoon his ſpiric, proef - 


vokes'him' to groan out his requeſts un- 


; to the Lord. 


When David had the pains ef hell 


FB catching hold on him, and the ſorrows 
' of hell compaſſing him about, he-need 


ed not a Biſhop 4n a Surplice, to learn 
kim to ſay, O Lord, I befeech thee deti 
ver my ſoul, Plal, 116. 3,4. Or to look 


* ina Book to teach him in a Form tof- 


pour out. his heart before God. 
It is the-nature of the heart of ſic 
men, in their pain and ſickneſs, to yen 


it ſelf for eaſe, by dolorons groans anq -- 


complaints to them that ſtand by. 


Thus it was with Dav#4, in Pſal. 38+ 


to the 12. verſe. And thus, bleſſed bi 


; 
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the Lord ! it is with them that are 3 F 


dued with-the Grace -of Ged. ,* + 
5 Seventy 


17 
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It Seventy, -It 1s neceſfary that there 
a | be an enlightned underſtanding, to the 
is | -end that the Soul be kept in a continu- 
6, | ation-of the: Duty of Prayer. 
ns The People of God are not ignorant 
ut] how wany wiles, tricks, and temptati- 
adj ons the Devil hath to makea poor ſoul, 
o-j -who is truly willing to have the Lord 
n-| Jeſus Chriſt, and that upon Chriſt's 
terms too ; 1 ſay, to tempt that ſoul to 
MN be weary of ſceking the face of God, 
will and to think that God is not willing to * 
ed4 have mercy on ſuch a one as him. TI, 
zrnf ſaith Satan, thou mayeft pray indeed, 
etz4 but thou ſhalt.not prevail. Thou ſeeſt 
z9k thine hezrt 15 hard, cold, dull and dead, © 
z to thou doit not pray with the Spirit, thau 
4doft not pray in good earneſt, thy 
ſic thoughts arerunning aiter other things, 
when thou pretendelt to pray to God. 
I Away hypocrite, gono-further, it is but 
in vain tÞ ſtrive any longer. #8 
28& Here now, if the ſoul be not. well 
d'by informed in its underſtanding, it wilt 
en preKntly cry out, The Lord bath for 
Jaken ge, and 'my God hath forgotten me, 
a4 J 
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Iſa. 4s. 27. Whereas the ſoul rightly 
' informed and enlightned, ſaith 3 Well, : 
1 will ſcek the Lord, and wait ;, I will rot 
leave off though the Lord keep ſilence, and . 
| = not one word of comfort, Iſa, 49, 


"Ye loved Facob dearly, and yet he 
made him wreſtle before he had the 
bleſſing, Ger. 32. 25, 26, 27. 

j*—  Seeming celzys in God are no to- 
kens of his diſpleaſure; he may hide 

his face from his deareſt Saints, J/a. 

8. 17, He loves to keep his Feople 
"praying, and to find them ever knock- 

in at the Gate of Heaven: It may be,. 

ſays the ſou], the Lord tries me, or he 
loves to hear me groan out my -conditt- | 
on before him. 

The Woman of Canaan would not 
tt%e ſeeming denials for re#1 ones 
ſhe knew the Lord was gracious, Luke 
18, 1.to-6. And the Lord will avenge 

his People, though he bear long with 
them. The Lord hath 'waited Jon- 
ger upon me, than I have waited-on 

him ; And thus it was with Dex'd, 4 


. , 
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waired patiently, ſaith he: That is, It 


| was long before the Lord anſwered me, 


though at the laſt,he enclined his ear unto 


4, me, and beard my cry, Pal. 4o. 1. 


And the moſt excellent remedy for 
this, is an Underſtanding well informed 


J-and enlightned. 


Alas, how many poor Souls are tliere 
in the World,that truly fear the Lord ; 
who, becauſe they are not well inform- 
ed in their Underſtanding, are oft rea- 
dy-to give up all for loſt, upon almolſt 
every trick and temptation of Sgtan! 
The Lord pity.them, and helpthem to 


{pray with the Spirit, and with the Un= 
F-derſtanding alſo. 


Mauch of mine own Experience could 
I here diſcover. When 1 have beenin 


* my fits of Agony of Spirit, I have geen 


ſtcongly perſuaded to leave off, and to 
ſeek the Lord no longer; but beiog 
made tqunderſtand, what great Sinners 
the 'Lord hath had mercy upon ; and 
how farge his Promiſes were {till 'to 
Singers ; and that it was not the whole, 


'but Up Sick ; not the Righteous, but the 
-Y D 


Singer 3 
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Sinner z notthe Full, but the Empty, 
that' he extended his Grace and Mercy 
- unto. | | 
This made me,through the.aſliſtance 
of his holy Spirit, to cleave to him, to 
© hang upon him, and yet to cry,though 
W. forthepreſent he made no anſwer; and 
x: theLord help all his poor tempted and 
=: - afflicted People to do the like, and to 
F- continue, though it be long, according 
+ -to theSaying of the Prophet, Hab:2.3. 
Ard to help them(to that end) to pray, 
EF not by the Inventior's of Men,and their 
f -. tinted Forms ; tut. withthe Spirit, and 
+ .-with the Ucderſtanding alſo. 


And now. to Anſwer a Query or two, 
-and fo to paſs on.tothe next thing, 


Query t. 


" 

But what would you have us poor Crea» | 
tures 10 do, that canxot tell kow'ro pray? 
The Leird knows, 1 know not either bow t0- 
pray, or what 10 pray for ? | F. | 
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Anſwer, 


Poor heart! Thou can'ſt not (thou 
omplaineſt) pray. Can'ſt thou ſe thy 
ifery? Hath God ſhewed thee that 


is-Law-?, It ſo, do notmiſtake;I know 
houdo'ſt groan,and that moſt bitterly. 
am perſwaded, thou cant ſcarcely be 
ound doing. any thing in thy Calling, 
ut Prayer breaks from thy Heart;Rom. 
. 28, Have not thy -graans gane up. 
o Heaven,/ frqm every corner of thy 
uſe ? I know 'tis. thus. -And-ſo alſo,: 
th thine own ſorrowful heatt witneſs - 
y Tears, thy forgetfulneſs of thyCal- 
Ing ?&s. Isnot thy heart ſo full of de- 
res after thgthings of another. World, 
many. tes thou doſt eyen forges 
ie thingyof this World? Prithee read 
is Scripture, Fob.-23.-12, 


| " Query: 2, 
| Yea, but when 1 go into ſecrt}, and ins 


1.2.4 


hou art by nature under the Curfe of _ . 
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tend to power out ny ſoul before God, Ian 
ſcarce ſay any thing at all. 


Anſwer. 


Ab fiveet Soul ! It is not thy Words, 
that God ſo much regards, as that he 
- «will not mind thee, except thou comeſt 
', before him-with ſome eloquent” Ora- 
tion: His Eye is on the brokenneLs of 
. thine Heart, and that it is that makes}. 
the very Bowels of the Lord run over :| 
Atbroken and acontrite heart,O God, thou) | 
| Pilr not deſpiſe, Pal. 51. 17. 
2. The ſtopping of thy Words, may 
' ariſe from -over-much- trouble in the 
Heart. ' * David was ſo troubled ſome-J ; 
times, that he conld net ſpeak, Pal. 77, 1 
3,4. But this may comfort all ſuch ſor 
, rowful hearts asthou art z. that though 
thon can'ſt not, through t thto anguiſh-6l : 
chy Spirit, ſpeak much ; yet. the holy y 
Spirit ftirs up1n thine heart groans an 
ſighs, ſo much the more _— x 
- Whef the Moygh 4s Updred, . 
bk 1s not, HR 


— 
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Moſer, AS aforeſaid, made Heaven 
ring again with his Prayers, when (that 
we read of )) not one word came out'oi 


his Month. But, 
3- 1f thou wouldeſt more fully ex- 
wa thy ſelf before the Lard ; ſtudy, F 
Fir, Thy filthy Eſtate. 
Secondly, God's Promiſes. 
Thirdly, The Heart of Chriſt. - 
VVhich: thou mayeſt know or *dt- 


R, By his Condeſcention and Blood- 
ſhed, 

2. By the Mercy he hath extended! 
to great Sinners formerly z and plead- 


thine own vilkene(s, by way of Bemoan-- 
ing: ChriſPs Blood;by way of Expoſtus 
lation ; and in thy Prayers, let the Mer-- 


J cy that he hath extended to other great 


Sinners, % wgpptr+ his rich' 'Promi-- 


+7 fes gf Grate, be much vpon thy heart: 
Yee e counſel thee :: 


ike heed that thon content not 
IFovich yVords, ' 


But, 
KD Us 


Ty 7 


1q - 2\ That thou do not thinkthat Go 
lo nly at them neither : 
EF +. How: / 


: 


PE = ES 


AS. 


26 *7 wil pray with the Spirit, &c. " 


— 


- _.3- Howeyer, whether thy words 

few or many, lct thine heart go wit 
. them 3 Andthen ſhalt thou ſeek him, a 
find him, when thou ſhalt ſeek bim wit 
thy whole beart, Jer. 29. 13. | 


__ ObjeR. 1, 


\ 
But though you have ſeemed to [peak] 


againſt any other way of praying. but-by 
' the Spirit; yet here you your ſelf can. give 
Directions how to pray. 


Anſw. 


__ We.-ought to prompt one another 
forward. to . Prayer, thqugh we ought 
not to.make for -each other. Forms .of 
Prayer..;- | 
.Loexhortto pray with Chriſtian Dt- 
ion, isone thing;z and to-12ake ſtints 


ed Forms, for the tying-yp of theSpir 


. The Apoſtle gives them-no-Fogm:t 
pray withal, yet directs to;/Prager, pb. 


wt of < En PAI NT 
on « 


6.38, Rom. 15, 30, 31, 32s 'n (V5 


- 
. 
. 
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I will pray with ;h Spin, &. "77 ® 


b 


Sb Let no man therefore conclude, that 
'Ith] pecauſe we may with allowance! give | 4 
ane 

"1 Inſtrutions and Directions to pray-z-- 
PH that therefore it is lawful ro make for 
each other Forms of Prayer. 


O»jeCt. 2» , ' | a | 
p But. if we do not uſe Forms of Prayer; © 
how ſhall we teach our Chilarcn to pray ? 


. Anſw. 


My JuJgment'is, That Men go the 3: 
wrong way to learn their Children to | 
hel Br2Ys in going about fo foon ''tolearn 

E them any ſet company of words, as is- 
the common uſe of poor Creatares - 
to do. 

For to 3M it ſeems to be a better Way. 
©] for ____ ztimes to tell their Chil-- - 
"r rey wat curſed Creatures they-are, , 
Ac how they are. under the wrath of 
| , by reaſon of Original and Actual - 
"2].Sin&Alfo to tel:them the-Nature of 
God's Wrath, and the Duration ofthe” - - 
Wy D-8-, ſery. ; . 


=” 


——_——_ —_— 


" 58 Imil pray with the Spirit, &c. | - 


muery ; which if they concientiouſly| © 
do, they would ſooner learn their Chile] C 
dren to pray than they do. C 
The way that Men learn to pray, it] r 

is by Conviction for fin ; and this. is the 5 

- way to make our ſweet Babes do fo too, 
Eut. the other way, namely, to be buſie 
in fearning Children Forms of Prayer, 
before they know any thing elſe, it is 
the next way to make them curſed Hy- 
pocrites, and to puff them up withſ 
Pride. Learn therefore your Children 
to know their wretched State and Con- 
dition ; tell them of Hell-fire, and their 
Sins; of Damnation, and Salvation 
the way to eſcape the one, and to en- 
Joy the other, (if yon know it your 
flves ; )-and this will make Tears run 
down your {weet Babes Eyes, and hear- 
ty Groans flow from their E:-arts z and 
then alſo you may tell them to w/ 
they ſhou!d pray, and througi.yp 
they ſhould pray ; you may tel] FS5 

- alio of God's Promiles, and his for;s # 
' Graceextended to.-Sinners, accor Ing. |. 
E - tothe Word.. | 


% s 


— ob ws ld ft Ws ob oe nt 


cas WW mas 


— 71 will pay wihthe Spirit, &C. "0 


* ” s C 
Ss Des tos 


fly open their Eyes, and make” them holy: 


| Chriſtians. Saith David, Came ye 


Children, bearken #nto- me, and ] wall 
hel 34- 

ie] ina Form of Prayer; but, 1 will teach 
is| ſee their fad States by Nature,amd tobe 
y-| inſtrated in the Truth of the Goſpel, 


hf which doth through the: Spirit beget 
nj Prayer in every one that in truth learns 


1-1 it : And the more you learn them this, 
| the more will their hearts run out to 


God -1n Prayer... } 
God did never account Paw! a pray» 


converted man, ACts'9. 11. No more 
w1ll it be with any elſe.- "I 


/ 
. Objeft, 3. 


rhlle Chriſt mould teach them to prays 


| _— —_——— 


— Ab poor ſweet Babes, the Lord: 1 
it] reach you the fear of the Lora, Plalm- 


11; , 
0, - He doth not fay,L will nuzzle you up: 


T,| you the fear of the Lord : Which is, 'tQ . 


ing Man, until he was a convinced and : 


[ 

- 

C 

n 

1 

1 r 

ll -».- WOOD. 

t]< it» we fird that the Diſciples defired* 

a - a&* 

|. John :4fo rarughy his Diſciple; - and, 
2D ”  — D- $; * 3 _ 
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=- 
= 


4 
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s ® 
: 
F. 
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IF 


PRO "Tod prey wth he Spirits ic. 


[ , that, thereupon be taght them that. Maa 
| cold the Lord's Prayer. 


wn i - ... Anſw. FRET 
$31: 7 h FLARE Nay 
Firft, To be taught by Chriſt, is-! 
that- which: not- only. they, but we de- * 
fire 3 and ſeeing he is not here in his - 
Perſon to teach us;the Lord teach.us by 
his:-Word-and-Spfrit ; for the Spirit-1s 
ithich he:hath aid 'be would-fend'to- 
Gpplyin his room;when he went away 3 
as Its, Fohn 14.. 16. .67 1657, 


—_— 


1: Secondly,: As to that called. a Form 
T'cannot. think-that Chriſt-mtended it 
asa tinted Form of Prayer. 

/- Fieſt; Becauſe -he himſelf layeth it- 
down diverſely ; as.it is to beſeen,if you 

compare - Hatth.: 6. with "Luke 17. 
Whereas, if he intended it 1s a Set- 
Form, it muſt-not have been fo ) iid 
down'; for :a Set-Form, is ſo * well 
words, and:no more. % xd 
't-- --. Secondly, . We do not find thay: 18-. 
| Apoſtles. did ever obſerve. it _as' Sch, ..| 
I | | " | Ne Mea n ther 


* ” 


4 £ as, 


- 
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ks & will pray with the Spirit, &C. 8r- 


neither did they admoniſhh others foto +: 
do : Search all theic Epiſtles ; yet ſure- -. * 
ly they, both for knowledge todiſcern, 

_ and faithfulneſs to practice, were as - 
is. eminent as any He ever- ſince in the-.: 
le- } VVorld, which wonld impoſe it. 


But in a word; Chriſt . by thoſe + 
is | words, Our Father, &c.-<doth inftrutt: - * 
to. | his People what Rules they "ſhould ob-. - 
ys | ſerve in their Prayers to God. 


PP. 


| 7, That they ſhould pray in Faith. 
Ww; 2. To God in the Heavens. 

it-| © 3- For ſuch things as are according 
to his VVill, &c. - Pray thus ; or, after.» 
it, | this manner. hs 


I. + 5 Object. 4+... 


id Put Chriſt bids, Pray for the Spirit © - 
Ny ” bi iUlieth, that Men without the Spts -- : 
La” may notwithſtanding pray, and be <2 
16+; | 2eard  . See Luke 11, 9, 109 11, 324+. * 
"]. 32»: . " : 


©; 


G2 71 will pray with the Spirit, &c.. 


 Anſ w. 1. The Speech of Chriſt there 
isdirected.ca his own, verſe, 1. 


2. Chriſt is telling of. them, That 
God would give his holy-Spirit to them 
- that ask him, is to be underſtood of gi- 
vang more of the holy Spirit 3. for till 
they are the Diſciples ſpoken to, which 
had a ineaftre.of the. Spirit already ; 
for he ſaith, Whey ye pray, ſay, Our Fa- 
ther,&C. v. 2. 1 ſay unto you, v. 8, And 
1 ſay unto you, _v.g. If ye then being 
evil, know bow to give good things t0 your 
children, how much moye ſhall your hea- 
venly Father give the holy. Spirit. to them. 
that- ask him ? | | 
Chriſtians ought to pray for the Spi- 
rit; thatis, ſor moreof it, though God 
hatif endyed them with It a!ready. 


Quelt, 0 


WW 
Then woi?d you bave none- pray, F- 


thoſe that kyow they are the Diſciple} of 
—_—_— 


Apſw. 


-* S$o- 


—— 


T-will pray with the Spirit, QC. *% Y 


Anſ. Yes. 4 
1. Letevery ſoul that would be ſa- } 
ved, pour out i felf to God, although I 
it cannot, . through temptation, con= \ 7 
clude.it ſelf a Child of: God. And,;. 


it 

2. I know if the grace of God bein | 
thee, it will be as natural to theeto \ 
. groan out thy condition, as it isfora } 
cking Child to cry for the breaſt. 


Prayer is one of the firſt things that. F 
diſovereth a-man to -be a Chriſtian, 
Afs 9. 12. But yet if it be right, itis 
fach Pcayer as followeth, 


Fi, To deſire God in Chriſt, for. 
Himſelf, for his Holineſs, Love, Wiſ. ' 
dom and Glory. For right prayer, as 
it runs e1]y to God through Chriſt, ſo 
it. centr cs in him, and in him alone; 
hb 10r” have 1 in Heaven but this ?” and © 
cr'e is none in Earth that I defire (long © 
x. c, or ſeck after) beſides thee Pal. 73i ; 


 - Secondly, That the ſoul might enjoy 
continual-Communion with him, both 
here and hereafter. ſhall be ſatisþed, 
when 1 awake, with thine Image, or in thy 
likeneſs, Pſal. 17, 15. For in thee we 
groan earneſily, &c. 2 Cor. 5. 2. 


|  * Thirdly, Right Prayer is accompa- 
ied with a continual labour after that 
which is prayed for. - 4y ſoul 'waiterh 
for the Lord, more than they that watch 
; for the morning, Plal. 130. 6, Iwill ariſe 
mow and ſeek him whom my: ſoul loveth, 
Cant. 3, 2. | 

' For mark, I beſeech you, there is 
Wi: two things that provoke to Prayer : 
F;* One is, a deteſtation to ſin, and the 
#5 things of this Life ; The other is, a 


— CONRAD = wei. x. 
boo A - - ons 
= =- ” = as « 


A 
4 A % OY —_ - 
=, "2 "EIT 


' longing deſire after Communjon with 
+ God, in anholy and undefiled"Fate and 
inheritance. W975 
E Compare but this one thing w,% 
F Moſt of the Prayers that are made t 


raycrs, and the breathings of an a- 


#4 y tn _ — 2 | ———— | 
F 8 I will pray with the Spirit, &c. 


- 


& men, and'you ſhall find them but: maczP! 


F \bominable ſpirit ; for eyen the | 


-#* 

5 ——— w—— 
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© T will pray with the Spirit Gt: 


ee nd Sd. 


<— 


moſt of men, either not pray at all, or Y 
elſe only- endeavour to. mock God and Y 
the World, by ſo doing : for, do.but ÞF 
compare their-prayer,and the courſe of 
their lives together, and you may eaſi- ' 
ly ſee: that the thing included in their 
rayer,is the leaſt looked after by their- 1 
fires: Oh ſad Hypocrites ! ———_— 
iT hus: have [ briefly ſhewed you,” | 
1. What Prayer Is. "BS 
2, What it-is to pray with the'Spirit.. | 
3. What it is to pray with tke Spirit». 
and with the Underſtanding alſo- 


: wm 


 T ſhall now ſpeak a word or two of: 
Application, and ſo.conclude : with. 


= / word of Information, 


C- 
+ A word of Encouragement; 


—_— 


'3». A-word of Rebuke, 


Fi 


ls 


F865 Fill pry with'the Spirit, 86. |- 


8 f TV S . BE. cs 
A Word of Information: 


=o AD 


For the firſt, to inform-you, That as- 
Prayer is the duty of- eyery one of the | 9 
- Ehildren of God, and carriedon by the | V 
Spirit of Chriſt in the Soul : So every 
one that doth but offer to take upon him þ 
to pray to the Lord, had need be very. | 
wary, and go about that work eſpecially, | Þ 
with the Dread of God, as wellas with - 
hopes of the Mercy of. God through:Je- | © 


Jus Chriſt: C 
\ 
Prayer is an Ordinance of : Ged, in 
which a man draws ve ry near to God 
and therefore it calicth; for ſo much the 
more of the aſliſtance ot the: Grace .of 
God,-to help a ſoulto pray, x3 becomies | 1 
one that is inthe preſence of Ni, nf. | 


It is-a,ſhame for a man rocks! f Fe 
| himſelf” irreverencly before a 1} z | « 
{but a lin to do a before God 1D nd as]. 1 
TY 2 King | 


PF 


—_ =- 


Ws: 1 will pray with rhe Spirit, &c. | #7 . *y 


a King (if wiſe) is not pleaſed with an 
Oration made up with unſcemly.words |} 
and geſtures; So God takes no pleaſure | 
| #2 the ſacrifice of Fools, Eccleſ. 5. 1, 4. | 
1s 1t Is not long diſcourfes, nor eho- |. 
e | quent tongues, that are the things - { 
e | which are pleaſing in the ears of the 1! 
y | Lord ; but a humble, broken and contyite | 
1. | heart (Pal. FI. 17. Iſa. 57. 15-) that 
y. | Is ſweet in the noſtrils of- the heavenly 
, | Majeſty. | F 

1 Therefore for information, know, 
. | that there are theſe Five Things that are 
| obſtruttions to Prayer, and even make | 
void the requeſts of the creature. | 


F When men rev < 22.quiry in theie- -.. 
; | hearts, a «crime of their Prayers be= - 


foi > Go 4s If I regard iniquity in my 
eo) Abe Lord will nat hear my Pr ay- 
ah (41. 66. 18. For the-preventing ” 
, | ©3-temptation, that by the miſunders -. 
|. ſtanding of this, may ſeize thy heart; 4 
when there is a ſecret loye to that: 


f 
44s 


4 
”- 
* 


| 


Im 


M 


88. 1 will pray with the Spirit, Cc. 


very thing, which thou with thy dif} - 


ſembling lips doſt ask for ſtrength a- 
gainſt. For this is the wickedneſs a 
man's heart, that it will even love, a 
hoid faſt that, which with the mouth i 
prayeth againſt; and of this ſort are 
they, that honour God with their mouth, 
but their heart is far from him, Ezck. 
33- 31. 
Oh how ugly would it be in our eyes 
1f we ſhould ſee a beggar 2sk an alms, 
with intention to throw it to the Dogs' 


Or, that ſhould ſay with one breath, | 


pray you beſtow this upon me; and 
with the next I beſeech you give it. me 


. Not. And yet thus it is with theſckind 
'*%. of perſons ; with their mouth they ſay 
+ Thywill bedone;, and with their hearts 
© | NOtaug ak "ith their mouth ſay, 
1” Hellowed be thy Name 3 auu with their 


hearts and lives, they delight < diſhos 


nour-him all the day long. - hy 4: INJ 
—__.. | 
Lnele be the prayers una. "© 


fin, P/al, 109.7, and though they put ; 
a them ey yet the Lord will never. | 


4 
- anſwer Thein, 2. Sem. 22. 42 


o 
.+ 


Secondly. 


"  1will pray withthe Spirit, &c. 897 
ad: 

h a] Secondly. 

'S © 


and When meu pray. fora ſhew to be 
h it] heard, and thought ſome: body,1n Rett- 
are] gion, and the like. 


'| God's approbation, and are never like*” 


| wheh4n:truth the. greateſt, buſineſs is 


Theſe prayers alſo fall far ſhort of 3 


> be anſwered, ih reference toeternal 
ife. | 
_ Therearetwoſorts of men that pray 
to this end. IY 

r.: Your. Trencher-Chaplains, that 
thruſt themſelves into great mens Fa- 
milies, pretending the Worſhip of God, 


their own Bellies.:-which were notably 
painted _ out by eL4b's' Prophets; 
1 Kings 18. 19. and alſo, -Nebgchad- 
ntziarsWiſemen, Dan. 2. whothougth Þ 
they . pry tended: great devotion ,-:yet 4d: 


| #pplaiſe-for their eloquent Tetws,and . 4 


(tbings aimed at-by chenrin'alt. ""'Y 


by 40s: and:itheic bellies yexurbe = 
"thetr pieces of -devotion-'( - | 

- +27 Them: alſo:that ſeek repute 'and 
" Teck |; 


"EET 
TOTT ; -- 
42 a. 4 
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« Targements,-. bat look not from what 


| will cauſe then to: be. heard in the | 


4 
3 
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#4 90 I mill pray with the Spirit, &c. L. 


ſeek more to tickle the ears and headsÞ** 
of their heazers, than any thing elſe.|C* 
Theſe be they that pray to be heard an 

ſeen of men, and have all thesr reward al. L 
ready, Mat. 6. x. | 


Theſe perſons are diſcovered thus. 


I, They eye only their auditory in |Þ 
their expreſſions. C 
2- They look for commendations |? 

' when they have done. Þ & 
3. Their heartseither rifeorfall ac- | © 
cording to their praife or enlargement. | ? 
4 The length of their Prayer pleas | * 
ſeth them ; and that it might be long, | * 
they will vainly repeat things over and | 
over, Matth, 6. 7. They ſtudy foren- 


heart they come.” They look: for re- 
turns, - but it" is the-windy apnanſe of 
' mPn.z; and; therefore they love not-te- 
| bein a-Chamber,. but among come 
and If at any. time: conſcience' thi rſts 
them-into their cloſer, yet hypocriſie” 


—_—__— 


ſtreets 


- ww wat ADE cw. o.. ec 


1 will pray with the Spirit, &c. gr * 


-qſtreets 3 and when their mouths have 


|ſe,|E&ONe going, their prayers are ended 
2 afor they wait not to hearken what the = 
a.|Lord will ſay, Pſal, 85, 8. 


Thirdly. 


A third fort of Prayer that will not 
iq | be accepted of God, it is, When either 
they pray for wrong things ; or, if for 
ng | right things, yet, that the thing pray- 

| | ed for might be ſpent upon their luſts, 
and laid out to wrong ends.. Some have 
net, becauſe they ack not, ſaith James ; 
and others ask and have not, becauſe they 
atk amiſs, that thtey may conſame it upots. 
their laſts, Jam. 4. 2, 3,4. 


- of | * 
Ends contrary to God's Will, is a 
great Argvment with God to fruſtrate 
the Petitions preſented before him. 
.| Hence .c is, that fo many pray for this 
« 1dthat, and yet receive it not; God 
| anf wereth them only with filence, they 


e "| have their words for their labour, and 
| -that is all. 
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Fg: 1 willpray with the Spirit, &c. 


———— 
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=D Obje&. | 


7 But God heareth ſome perſons ; 
* though their hearts be not right with 
: him, as he did Iirael, in giving 
+ . Quails, P/al. 106. 14. though they 


1 ſpent them upon their luſts. 
F An ft wer. 
' If he doth,jit is in Judgement, not in 
Mercy: He gave.them their deſire in- 
deed, but they had better have been 
without it, for he ſent Rane into their 
ſouls, Pſal. :106. 15. Wo be to that 

- --man that God anſwereth thus, | 


| 'F ourthly, 


| <4 
” Another ſortof prayers there ate chan »] 
+- - are not anſwered, and thoſe are 5c 
_ -asare made by tmen, and preſented to: 
God in their own perſons only,. with-: - 
«out their appearing inthe -Lord xg 


DS } 


- 
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1 will pray adjrh the Spirit, 8c. gy -" 


For, though God hath appointed Pray- 


kr, and promiſed to hear the Prayer of 


he Creaturez:yet not the Prayer of 
any Creature that comes not in Chriſt, 
f you ach, any thing in my IN ame; &c. 
oh. 14. 13. And, Whether ye eat or © © 
trink,, or whatſoever ye do, do all in the 
ame of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Col. 35: 
t7. If ye aik any thing in my Name, 1 
will dot, Joh. 14. 14. 
Though you be never ſo deyout;, 
ealous,carneſt,and conſtant in Prayer; 
yet it is In Chriſt only that you muſt 
;e heard and accepted. But alas, the 
moſt. of Men know not what it is to 
come to him in the Name of the Lord 
eſus | VVhich is the reaſon they either 
ive wicked, pray wicked, and alſo die - 
wicked. Or elſe, 
2. That they attain to nothing elſe _ 
but what a, mere natural Man may at- 


- Fin into,Vas to be exatt in VVord and 


A 


T 


D 


mM. 


n 


\D-& berwixrManand Man ; and only 
knith the Righteouſneſs of the Law to 
appear before God, 


Fifthly, 


” 94 1 will pray with tW#Spirit, &c. 


—_—_— 


rn 
* 


-,  Fafthly. © 
The laſt thing thathindreth Prayer, 


is, The Form of it without the Power. | 


It.is/an eaſie thing for men to be very 


hot for ſuch things, as Forms of Pray- 
--.- er as they arc written in a Book, but 
8-367 they are altogether forgetful ro cn. 
F” - quire-with themſelves, whether they 


have the Spirit and Power of Prayer. 
Theſe mea are like a painted man 
and their Prayers are like a falſe voice; 
they in perſon appear as Hypocrites, 
and their Prayers are an Abomination, 
Prov. 28. 9. When they ſay they have 
been pouring out their ſonls to God, 
he faith, they have been hopling like 
dogs, Hol. 7+ I'4 » 

When therefore thou intendeſt, or 
art minded to pray to the Lord of Hea- 
ven and Earth, conſider theſe folloping 
Particulars. . 


7. Conſider ſeriouſly *what thon| £* 
wanteſt; do not as many, whoin-their 4 *- 


words only beat the air, and ask for 


ſuch things as indeed they do pot = 


| 7 nittpray with the Spirit, "&c. 98". 
| thereof. 


wal ſenhibly. 


© aa 


ſire, nor fee that they ſtand "in need 


2, When thou ſceſt what thou want- 
eſt, 'keep'to that, "and take heed thou 


'ObjeRt. 


But I have '« ſence of nothiwg'; 
Then by your Argument, I muſt not 
pray at all. | 

A nſwer. | 

* Firſt, 1f thou findeſt 'thy ſelf ſenſe- 

leſs in ſome ſad meaſurre, yet:thoucanſt 

not complain of that 'ſenfleſneſs, but 
by being ſenſible. 


There is a ſenſe'of ſenſleſneſs, ac- 
eording to thy ſence then, that thou 
haſt of 'the need of any thing: ſo pray, 
(CLouke'8.'g,) and if thou art ſenſible 
of tay ſjafleſneſs, pray the Lord to 
make th ble of what-ever thou _ 
| findeſt 2{ine heart ſenſleſs of. ' This 

was the uſual praftice of the holy men 
'of God; Lord Os 0 know mine 


end 
Q % =” 
® 4 > 


, 
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__  — 


open t0 us this Parable, (:id the Diſti»- 
ples, Luke 3.9. ta Ex; 
And to this Js annexed_che Þ niſes 
Call pon re, and I will beay thee,, and 
ſhew thee great and ms ghty things that 
thou knoweſt not, Jer. 33. 3. that thou 
.art not ſenſib'e of. Bur, 
+. Secondly, Take heed that thine Heart 
-Zp 49 God, 28 well as thy Muuth3-let 
nat shy.Mouth-go any tfaxther thanthou 
Friveſt to draw thine Heart aiong with 


it. DPavid wonld lift his heart and Sonl | 


to the Lord, and good rea'on ; for ſo 
far asa man's mouth gacth along;with- 
-out his heart, ſo far it is but lip-labour 
only 3 and though God calleth for, and 
accepteth the calves of the lips ; yet the 


lips, without the heart,  argueth rk 


only ſenſcleſsneſs, bur our being wi 


.out ſenſe of our {enſe'eſsneſs ; and there- 


fore, if thou haſt a mind to cage 
Prayer before God, fee that it be with 
thy heart, 3 jar IM 


'Thiraly, Take heed of affeGting Exc. ] 
preitions ; and fo to pleaſe thy ſelf ch ; 


E .end, ſaith David, Pſel. 39.4. Led — 


yu— 


he 
the 
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% 
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--[the uſe of them, that thou f;rget not 
the Life of Prayer. . 


i ? 
4. 1 ſhall conclude this Uſe with a Cau- 
 Ition or two. 


Firft, Take heed thou do not throw off 
Prayer, through ſudaen perſmaſions 19+ 
thou haſt not the Spirit, neither pray: /} 
thereby. 

It 1s the great work of the Deyi!, to 
do his beſt, or rather worlt, againt the 
beſt-Prayers.. He will flatter your tllc 
difſembling Hypocrites, and-fzed them 
with a thouſand fancies of weil-dying, 
when their very Dutics of Prayer, and 
all other, ſtink in the Noſtrils of G4. 
When he ſtandeth at a poor 7:/brrw's, 
band to reſiſt bim (Iſa. 65. F. Zech.g.1y 
- Ythat js, to perſuade hin, c:5t y-icher 
 Phis Perſenmor Performauces'are accop- 
Fred of Gode=> 
Take heed therefore of ſich falls 
Conctluſions,and groundletsi>1icourage- 
« Iments:: And though ſuch Perfwaſtons 
do come-in upon thy ſpirit, be © 


a iO > RE. A AE 


I 


—_— — _ 


.— 
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i:r from being diſcouraged by them, 
that "thou uſe them to put thee upon 
further ſincerity,and reſtleſsneſs of ſpi- 
rit in thy approaching to God. 


 _ Secondly, 2s ſuch ſudden temptations 

. ſhould not ſtop thee from Prayer, and pour- 
. . ing out thy Soul 10 God  - ſo-netther ſhould 
thine own Heart's Corruption hinder thee, | 


It may be thou mayeſt find in thee 
all thoſe things before-mentioned, and 
that they will be endeavouring to put 
forth themſelves in thy praying to him; 
thy buſineſs then 1s to.judge'them, to 
pray againſt them, and to lay*thy ſelf fo 
much the more at the foot of God, in 


. 


| 


II 


a ſenſe of thy owr-vileneſs ; and rather 
-make an argument from thy vileneſs 
and corruption of heart, to plead wi 
God for -juſtifying and fanGifying 
erace,than an argument of viſcourage- 
ment and deſpair, Ps 


'David weit this way ; 0.Lord(faith 


A ©» $3 uk, meg pr fot, fm, #S a ts A >. ws +I ow 2 2a 


he,) pardon mine iniquity, for-it 15 great, 
Pal. 2$o . 


USE. 


* 


ate to = Dc Ac Ir 


1 will pray with the Spirit, &c. og: A 


on VT SE1-* 
DA. word of Encouragement. 


| 

"| Srcondly, To ſpeak a word, by way 
of Encouragement (to the poor temp- : 
in ted and caſt-down Sonl,) to-pray to'God- 
* | through Chriſt, Though all Prayer that 

is accepted of God, in reierence to E- 
ternal Life,muſt be in the Spirit;for thac 

only maketh interceſſion for us,accord- 
ing to the Will of God, Rom.8. 27. 

Yet, becauſe many poor ſouls may have 

the holy. Spirit working on them, .and 

ſtirring of them to groan unto the Lord 

for mercy, though through Unbelief” 
they do not, nor for the preſent cannot 
believe that they are the People of God, 
ſach as he delights in 3 yet foraſmuch 
as the tryth of Grace may be in them, 
therefore '] ſhall,to encourage them, lay 
down fur##ier theſe few Particulars. 


| 32. That Scripture in Zak, 11. 8:'is 
| very encouraging to any poor Soul that }; 
W--? E 3 doth ,-; 


1/7 


a nr wo CE at 
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Goth hunger after Chriſt Jeſus. In the 
5th, 6th, ard 7th Verſes, he ſpeaketh a 
Parable of aMan that went to hisFriend, 
to borrow three Loaves 3 who, beczuſe 


he wat in bed, denied him ; yet {cr his 
wmpertunity- fake, he d1d ariſe and give 
kn; clearly ſignifying, that though 
p.or Souls, through the weakneſs off 
Lheir Faith, cannot {ee that they are the 
Friends of God; yet they ſhould never 
ieaye asking, ſecking and knocking at 
Geu's Docr for Mercy, Mar. 7. 7,8. 
Mark, faith Chriſt,7 ſoy unto you, Ab- 
though be wil 20t ariſe and give him, be» 
cauſe he 15 his friend ;, yet  c0hoass of his 
importunity (or reſtleſs defires ) he will 
ariſe and give him as many as he needeth, 
Poor heart / thou crieft Gur, HAT God: 
witl notTtcgard thee; thoudo'ſt not find 
that thou art a Friend to him, but rather 


an Enemy in thine heart, by necked | 


mrks,Col.r.21. and thou þ 4 as tho' 
thou did'ft hear the Lordfaytzg to thee, | 
Trouble me not, 1 canzot give uno thee; 

as he iy the Parable : Yet, I ſay, conti- 
nue knocking, Cr yings moaning and be- 


þ. 


—_— 


wailing 
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he] ailing of thy ſelf': 7 cell rhe; rhamgh_ 0 
4 he will not ariſe aa give thee, bees 5 
"il rho art his friend ;, . yet becauſe of thy im 
le portuwnty, be will «riſe and give thee as 
"many 4s thou nedeſs. 
'e 1'he ſame in effet you have diſcq-- 
"| vered, Luke 18. in the Parable of the - 
of oyjuſt Judge, and the. poor Widow z 
'©z her importunity prevailed with him. 
ba And verily, mine own Experience 
'TF tells me, that there. is nothing thar doth 
more prevail with God, than EI: 
ni 
x Lie not ſo with you, in reſpect; of 
7 | your Beggars that come to your doors Þ 
7] Though you have no heart to give them 
any thing at their 'firſt asking, yet if 
1] they follow you, bemoaning them- 
17 felves, and will take no nay. without an 
p 
[ 


Alms, you will give them; for their 
_ cominual begging overcometh you. 
e.there bowels in :you phat are 
icked, «ind will they: devrrodght _=— 
by: an importuning| Beggar ? 
then-an:d do the like, Luke 11.11: 


E 4. 'k. of 


” 102 1will pray with the Spirit, "8c. 


" 
or ha 


It is.2 prevailing Motive, and that 


by good experience -- He: will ariſe, and, 


gove thee as many as thouneedeſt.. 


2. Another Encouragement for- a 
poor,trembling, convinced Soul,is, To 


- conſider the Place, Throne, or Scat, on 


which the great God hath placed him- 
ſelf, ts hear the Petitions and Prayers 
of poor Creatures; and that is a Throne 
of Grace, Heb. 4.16. The Merey-Seat; 
Exod. 25. 22. Which ſgnifieth, that 
in- the days of the Goſpe!, God hath 


taken - up» his Seat, his Abiding-place, * 


in mercy and forgiveneſs ; and from 
thence: be doth intend to hear the Sin- 
ner, and to commune with him, as he 
ſaith, Exod. 25. 22. (ſpeakipg before 


of the. Merey-Seat,) And there will I | 


meet with thee, Mark ; It is upon the 
Mercy-Seat : There will / meet with 
thee, and there will I cottage GH thee, 


| from above the Mercy-Scat. 


| Poor Souls! they are very 


| apt : | 
, entertain ſtrange Thovghts of God, and: 
+ * his Carriage towards them ; and ſud- 
©2308 | 


ne ce ©; 


denly: 


'-- With poor Sinners; ſo there is alfo'by 


1 will pray with the Spirit, &&c. 1C 
denly to conclude, that God will hays 7 
no regard unto them; when yet he is -? 
upon the Mercy-Seat, 2nd hath taken 
up his place on purpoſe there, tothe . 
end he may hear and regard the Pray»- 
ers of poor Creatures. 

If he had ſaid, I will commune 
with thee from my Throne of Judg- 
ment; then indeed you might have . 
trembled and fled trom the face. of the 
great and glorious Majeſty. But when 
he faith, he will hear and commune 
with Souls upon the Throne of Grace, . 
or from. the Mercy-Seat : This ſhould - 
- encourage thee, and cauſe thee to hope, }. 
nay, to come boldly to the Throne cF* 
. Grace,that thou mayeſt obtain Mercy, :: 
and find Grace to help in time of need, . 
Heb. 4,16. 

3.. There is yet another Encourage-- 
ment to continue in Prayer with God, 
af!d that is this. 

As there is a Mercy-Seat, from: 
whence” God is willing to commune_ 


| this Mercy-Scat, Jeſu Chriſt; who-pon-... 


E.s. rinually 


Fro, Twit roy with te Sri, 


tinnally beſprinkleth with bis blood, 
' Hence it is called, The Blood of 
ſerinRing, Heb. 124.14. 

When the High-Prieſt under the 
. Eaw, was to go into the Holieft, where 
the Mercy-Scat was, be might not go in 
without blood, Heb. 9. 7. 

Queſt. iy fo ? 

Anſw. B:cauſe, tho? God was. up- 
on the Mercy-Seat, yet he was perfect- 
Iy juſt as well as merciful. 

The Blood wzs to ſtop Juſtice from 
running out vpon the Perſons concern- 
ed 1n the Interceiſion of the High- 
Prieſt, as in Levit. 16. 13, 14, 15, 16. 
- To ſignifie, that all thine unworthineſs } 
that thou feareſt, ſhould not hinder 
thee frem coming to God in Chriſt, {I 
for mercy. ER 
© Thou cryeſt out, that thou art vile, 
and therefore God will not regard ty 
Prayers. ?Tis true, if thoy Zlightin 
in thy vileneſs, and: come teOgd out of 


a-mere Pretence. But if from a ſenſe - * | 
; - of thy vilenc{s, thou do®lt pour out thy 


. heart to God, deſiring as 
=" os the 


+ Seat, ſtops the. courſe of Juſtice, and: 


 You,ana the plague ſhall not be upon you,QC. 


Fl pray meh-rhe Spirit, &c. 105" 
the goilt, and cleanſed from the filth, * 
with all thy. heart z fear not, thy vile. 7 
neſs will not cauſe the Lord to ſtop his? 
Ear from hearing of thee. 9 

The Value of the Blood of Chriſt 
which is ſprinkled upon the Mercy- 


opens a Flood-gate for the Mercy of the. ]: 
Lord to be extended unto thee, | 


Thou haſt therefore, as aforeſaid, 
boldneſs 10 enter into the Holieſt, by the- 
Blood of Feſus, that hath made a new and. 
living way for thee, thou fhalt not die, 
Heb. 10. 19, 20, "0 

Beſides, Jeſus is there, not only to- © 
fprinkle the Mercy-Seat with his Bloody, 
but he-ſpeaks;and his Blood ſpeaks :He -? 
hath audience, and his Blood hath au - 
dience; inſomuch that God faith, when. _; 
h&doth-but ſee the blood, he will paſs over: © 


Exod. 12. 13. 


I ſhall nor detain you any Jouger : : 
Be fober and humble : Go to the Far, © 


os 7 will pray with the Spiriry,h 
> ther, in the Name of the Son, and tell 
him your Caſe, in the aſſiſtance of the 
Spirit, and you will then feel the bene- 


the Underſtanding alſo... 
USE. Il.. 
ed Ward of Reproef, 


pray at all. 

 _ TI will pray, faith the Apoſtle : And 
ſo ſaith the -hearts of -them that are 

Chriſtians. 

Thou then art not a Chriſtian, that 

art not a Praying Perſon. 


4 righteous, ſhall pray, Pſal. 32:6. 
Thou then art a wicked Wretch, 
that prayeſt not. 0 


Facob-got the Name of - 1/rael,' by 


Gal. 6. 


.. o 
— 


fit of Praying with the Spirit, and with. 
This ſpeaks ſadly to you-who never- 


The Promiſe 1s, That every one that - 


. wreſtling with God, Ger, 52, * Andall- 
- - his Children bare that Name with him, . *| 


- . But. the. People-:that forget Prayer, ; 


K-eall 
Y 7 he 


_— 


w '3 @ 
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 thee,. for they will according to their -, 


Y * 


that call not on the Name of the Lord, | 
they _ __ _ for Pp but 
It is ſuch as-this,; Powr ovutt 4 
the heathen, O Lord, ana —_ che7 People 
that call not upon thy Nai, Jer 10. 25- 
How likeſt thon this, O thou that art 
ſo far off from pouring out thine heart. 
before God, that thou goeſt to bed like 
+ Dog. and riſeſt like an Hog; or aSot, 
and forgetteſt to call. upon- God? | 
What wilt thou-do when thou ſhale | 
be damned in hell, becauſe thou couldſt 
not find in thine. heart to» ask for hea» * 
Ven ! ? 4 
Who will grieve for thy ſorrow, that-:; 
> ar not. count mercy worth . 28king . 
or 
I- tell thee, the Ravens, the Dogs,:\ 
&c. ſhall riſe up in Jadgment /agaialt | 


kind, make figns, and 2 noiſe for * 
ſomething to- refreſh them whent 
want it ; but thou haſt not the 
toask for Heaven, though thou muſt e-'i 
terually periſh in Hell, if thowhaſt.it 
not. 


a. wr 


. 
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"03 Twill pray with the Spirit, Bec. 

+ 2, This rebukes:you that make it 

your- buſineſs to ſlight, mock at, and 

—_— the Spirit, and praying by 
Tar, 

What will you do when God ſhaft! 

Eome to reckon for theſe things ? 

You count it high Treaſon to ſpeak 
but awordagainſt the King; nay, you 
tremble at the thoughts of it : And yet 
-- in the mean time you. will blaſpheme 
+ the Spirit of the Lord. 
 - Is God indeed to be dallied with, 
& and will the end be pleaſant unto you-? 


-- Did God fend his holy Spirit into 
_ the hearts of his. People to that end, 
; that you ſhould taunt at it? Is this to: 
L.ferve God ? And doth this demon- 
# ſratetheReformation of your Church?: 
} "Nay," 1$.it not the mark of implacable 
* Reprobates ? | « 
E © fearfal/ can you not be conterit 
to be daraned Hr pens ſins againſt che. 
-Eaw, but you muſt ſin againſt the Holy: 
Ghoſt 2 oY bf 


7 
- 
: 


. 
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- ET 
- 5.8 
x»; 
, of 


fos and Aaron, Numb. 16, do you-thag. 


 dervaluing of it, As 8. 18, 19, 20, 


opp its Office, Service and Hel 
at 
| God? 


1 will pray with the Spirit, &c. 109 

Muſt the holy, harmleſs, and unde 
filed Spirit of Grace ; the nature of |. 
God, the promiſe of Chriſt, the com- 2 
forter of his. Children, that without ' 
which no man can do any ſervice ac- 
ceptable to the Father : Muſt this, I 4 
ſay, be the burthen of your Song, to. 
tannt, deride, and mock at ? 

If God ſent Corah and his company ? 
headlong to hell, for ſpeaking againſt Mye; 


mock at the Spirit of Chriſt, think t63: 
eſcape unpuniſhed ? Heb. 10. 29, . * 

' Did you never read what God did: 
to Annanias and Sapbira, for telling-bur 
one lye againſt it? As 5. 1,2,3,4,8, 
6 Sao. 


0, 7» | Le ION 
' Alſo to Simon eHagns, but for un- 


2.1. ER 

*And will thy fin be a. virtue, or go-../ 
unrewarded with vengeance, that mas» * ! 
keſt it thy buſineſs to rage againſt, and: - 


P, 
of: 1 


” Py. 
It. ) 
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it giveth unto the Children 


P/ 


"; 


_ It is a fearful'thing todo deſpite un- 
* to theSpirit of Grace : compare at, 
+ 12. 31, with Mark 3. 30. 
* _ 3+ Asthisis the doom of thoſe who 
 . do openly blaſpheme the holy Gholl, 
in a way of diſdain and reproach to its 
office and ſervice : So alſoit is ſad for 
you; who. reſiſt this Spirit of Prayer,by 
- a:Form of man's inventing. A-very 
; juggle of the Devil, that the Traditi- 
% onsof men ſhould be of better eſteem, 
| and more.to be owned, than the Spirit 
of Prayer. | | 
\ What is this leſs than that accurſed 
& _ Abomination of Feroboam; which keps 
* many from going to Feruſalem,the place 
F' and way of God's appointment to wor- 
ſhip, x Kings 12. 26, &c. and by that 


S means brovght ſuch diſpleaſure : from 


F -- God x rf them, as to this day is not 
| pealed?. 


% SI would think that God's Judg- 
# ments of-old upon the Hypocrites of 


heard of Tach things, take heed and fear 
to. doſo.. | 


Fro I will pray with the Spirit, &c, 


that day, ſhould make them that kave 


Galt v4 


———_—— 
- 
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Yet the Doftorsof our day arefo far * 
from taking of warning by the puniſh- 
ment of others, that they do moſt de- 
ſperately"ruſh into the ſametranſgreſlt 
on (viz) To ſct up an Inſtitution of 
Man, neither commanded nor - com» } 
mended of God : and whoſoever wilt , 
not obey herein, they muſt be driven * 
either out of the Land or the World, 

Hath God required theſe things at. 
your hands? If he hath, ſhew us where: : 
If not (asI am ſure he hath not) Then: 
what curſed preſumption is it in any,” 
Pope, Biſhop, or other, to cotnmand. : 
that in the Worſhip of' God which he. | 
hath not required ? | } 


Nay, further-: It is not that-part on- 
ly of the Form, which is ſeveral Texts: 
of Scripture, that we are commanded 
co ſay; but-even all-muſt be-confefſed. . 
as the Divine Wopſhip of Ged; not= * 
withſtanding tho'e abſurditres contain- - / 
ed therein, which. becauſe they are'at 
large difcovered by others, I omit the. 
rehearſal of them. IN 


—_— 
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+ '.. Again, Though amanbewilling to 

| live never ſo peaceably; yer becauſe: 
# Fecannot for Conſeience- ſake own that, 
= for one of the moſt eminent-parts of 
God's Worſhip, which he never com- 

manded > therefore muſt that man be 

_ Jooked upon as faCtious, ſeditious, er- 

5 Tongous, heretical; a difparagement 

& - tothe'Church, aſcducer of the People, 

2 and what not ?; Lord, what will be the 

E& Ffrajt of theſe things ! when for the Do- 

i £trine of 'God, there is impoſed (that 

& 15 more than taught) the Traditions of 
” Men? 2 

> -- Thusis the Spirifof Prayer diſown+ 
ed, and the. Form impoſed ; the Spirit. - 
+30 coated, and the Form extolled : they 
+ / *hat pray with the Spirit, though gever 
| io bumble and holy, counted Pg New ; 
and they that- pray with the Form, tho? 
F with that only,counted theYerinms. Aud 
©. how will the favourites off ſuch a pra+ 
& Cice, anſwer that Scripture which com- 
» mandetb; that the Church ſaoaid tarn 4+ 
: way from ſuch ac have a Form of Godlineſs, 
61 deny the Power thereof ? 2a Tim 2. $ '% 


FS 
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making above It. 


+ and 1 believe you will find thoſe that 


—_—— 
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| 1 will pray with the Spirit, &c. . 


—— _ — 
And if I ſhould ſay, That men that? 
do theſe things aforeſaid, do advance av 
Form of Prayer of other mens making, - 
above the Spirit of Prayer, it would nor” 
take lonz time to prove it. lf 
For, He that advanceth the Book of + 
Common: Prayer , above the Spirit of 
Prayer, he doth advance a Form of men 


But this do all thoſe who baniſh, « 
deſire to baniſh them. that pray with? 
the Spirit of Prayer, while. they bug] 
and 1mbrace them that Pray by that |: 
Form only, and that becauſe they 00 | 
Ih, ; "A 

Therefore they love and advance}. 
the Form of their own, or others In-", 
venting, defore the Spirit of Prayer, 
which is God's ſpecial and gracious Ap>- 1 
pointment. o 

*[f you deſire the clearing of 'the * 
Miner, look into the Goals in England; 
and into the Ale-houſes of- the lame +: } 


plead for the Spirit of Prayer in the 
Goal, and them that look after the; 
- "#82 X; Fo y 

Pn i h 


. 
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WE/E+4 1 wil pray with the Spiric, &c. 
# Form of mens Inventions oaly, in the 
f -Alc-houſe. 

F- It isevident alſo, by.the filencing of 
God's dear Miniſters, though never 
& _ ſo powerfully enabled by the Spirit of 
».. Prayer ; if they in Conſcience, cannot 
& admit of. that Form of Common-Prayer, 
£4, Tf this be not:an exalting the Com- 
ww, #m0n-Prayer-Book, above either praying. 
| by the Spirit or preaching the Word, I 

* havetaken my mark amiſs. * 

- It is not pleaſant for me to-dwell on. 
& this; the- Lord ig- mercy. turn the 

| hearts of the People to ſeek more after 
”. the Spirit of Prayer ;and inthe ſtrength 

{ | of that to pour ont their-ſouls before” 
MM the Lord. 

> Only let me fay, It is-a ſad. ſign, 

that that, -which is one of 'the moſt. 
-- eminent parts of the pretended Wore 
ſhip of God, is Antickriſtian 3. when. 
| it hath nothing but Tradition of men, 

+ and. the ſtrength. of Perſecntion to vp- [ 
| hold or plead for jon en. 4 
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6, wil 'proy y with ; the Spirit, &c. - 74 
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f The Concluſion. 


F 1 ſhall a Diſcs? 
with this Word of Advice tc 
all God's People. — 


: of {6 
B* ilieve, that as ſare as: 

you are. in the Way of 

God, you muſt meet with : 

Temptations. TOR: 33 YN 
I I. 

» The firſt day t | = 
| thou doſt enter into Chriſt 
.}- his Congregation, look for 
+. them. 
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E116 1 will pray with the Spirit, &c. 


_-. FL 

E © When they do come, beg. 

; Of Godto carry thee chrough | 

A aem. I Ve. 

"Be jealous of thine own 

cart , that it deceive thee 

A not in thy Evidences for Hea- 

' yen, nor in thy walking with 
| | God in this world. 
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- "Fake heed of the flatteries. 
\ of talſe Brethren. 
V I. 


{ Look moſt a at_ the. ings 
* which are.not ſeen. 
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pray with the Spirie, &cc- 127 
"'V EI. 
Take heed of little fi ns. 
I X. R 
Keep the Promiſe warm 
apon thy heart. 4 
X. 
Renew thy acts of Faich - 
n the blood of Chriſt. 
X 1. 
Conſider the Work of thy. 


Generation, 


X:1-L 
Count to run with the 
oremolſt therein. 


_Grace be with thee, 


THE END. 


